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SKETCH 
OF THE 


MEMOIRS OF MISS HANNAH MORE. 


W* have long wifhed to decorate our VisIToR 
with the head of fome fema/e author, whofe 
genius has entertained and inftruéted the rifing gene- 
ration. The age is not wanting in fuch characters, and 
the reader will be gratified by the delineation of them. 
The fubje& of our Memoir has attraéted notice for 
feveral years paft; her works have been numerous, and 
at this junéture her pen engages no inconfiderable 
fhare of public attention. 

Miss HANNAH More isa native of Briftol, where 
fhe refided for the moft part of her life, and fuperin-~ 
tended a boarding-{chool of ladies, of great refpsétability. 
Her fifters fucceeded her in the office of teacher, and 
they alfo have lately retired. The talents, however, 
of Mifs More, imparted to the feminary no {mall ce- 
lebrity, and we have reafon to believe that this accome 
plithed tutorefs fent forth many valuable members of 
the community. Her {chool opened about 1765. 

The life ot /iterary charaéters, it has been frequently 
remarked, affords few incidents for the pen of the bio- 
grapher. This isthe precife café with the prefent fub- 
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ject of our Memoir. We-fhall, however, colleé to- 
gether a few anecdotes, which will ferve to throw fome 
light on this ornament of the female world. 

From her earlieft years, we underftand, that Miss 
More dedicated much of her time to the improvement 
of her mind. Poffeffing a natural tafte for the acqui- 
fition of knowledge, fhe availed herfelf of every oppor- 
tunity to gratify it. Under fuch circumftances, we are 
not to wonder at her prefent eminence, which could 
have been attained only by intenfe application and un. 
wearied induftry. She affociated likewife with literary 
men, and was much bencfited by their converfation, 
With the late Mr. Garrick fhe was on terms of the 
greateft intimacy ; and Dr. Stonehoufe, now deceafed, 
a popular clergyman at Briftol, aided her in her ftudies, 
infpeéted her manufcripts, and thus contributed to the 
perfeétion of her writings. 

It is alfo a certain faét, that our fair authorefs learnt 
the Latin language for the purpofe of perufing Virgil 
in his native tongue! This fhews that fhe was not de- 
ficient in improving her tafte, and was alive to the 
charms of claffical beauty. Indeed, thofe divine an- 
cients have furnifhed us with admirable models of 
writing, in almoft every department of literature. 

Nor fhould it be forgotten, that the office of teacher 
is highly favourable to mental improvement. They 
who difcharge their duty in that capacity, muft fami- 
liarife their minds to the firft principles of f{cience, and 
by degrees thoroughly underftand them. Befides, 
knowledge thus gradually and thoroughly acquired, 
will operate upon natural ability, and draw forth thofe 
latent feeds of genius which are the germs of intelleétual 
excellence. We may thus reafonably account for many 
produétions with which we fhould otherwife have been 
unacquainted. Some of the beft Scotch pieces have 
Originated in this circumftance, and fuch exertions are 
deferving of applaufe. We are ready to add, with 
cheerfulnefs, the tribute of our conimendation. 
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The firft publication of Miss More, was written 
by her in the e/ghteenth year of her age; and is en- 
titled, The Search after Happinefs, a Paftoral Drama, 
for Young Ladies. It was extremely well received, 
and contains manv excellent paflages. The following 
lines we.recommend to our female readers : 


‘‘ Euphelia fighs for flattery, dre/s, and fow, 
Too common fources, thefe, of female woel 

In beauty’s {phere, pre-eminence to find, 

She flights the culture of th’ immortal mind, 

I would not rail at beauty’s charming power, 
I would but have her aim at fomething more; 
The faireft {ymmetry of form or face, 

From intellect receives its higheft grace ; 

The brighteft eyes ne’er dart fuch piercing fires, 
As when a fou/irradiates and infpires. 

Beauty, with reafon, needs not quite difpenfe, 
And coral lips may fure fpeak common fenfe 5 
Beauty makes virtue lovelier ftill appear, 
Virtue makes beauty more divinely fair!” 

The authorefS has, likewife, in this piece, explained 
her idea of the true province of Women, which fketch 
may not prove uninterefting in times when ¢h¢ rights of 
women have been warmly contefted : 


“ As fome fair violet, lovelieft of the glade, 
Sheds its mild fragrance on the lonely fhade, 
Withdraws its modeft head from public fight, 
Nor courts the fun, nor feeks the glare of light; 
Should fome rude hand profanely dare intrude, 
And bear its beauties from its native wood; 
Expos’d abroad, its langyid colours fly, 

Its form decays, and all its odours die. 

So woman, born to dignify retreat, 

Unknown to flourith and unfeen be great; 

To give domettic life its fweeteft charm, 

With foftnefs polifh, and with virtue warm ; 
Fearful of fame, unwilling to be known, 
Should feek but heaven’s applaufes and her own, 
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Should dread no blame but that which crimes impart, 
The cenfures of a felf-condemning heart. 

Heaven’s minift’ring angel! fhe fhould feek the cell 
Where modeft want and filent anguith dwell; 

Raife the weak head, fuftain the feeble knees, 
Cheer the cold heart, and chaie the dire difeafe ; 
The {plendid deeds which only feek a name, 

Are paid their juft reward, in prefent fame. 

But know—the awful all-difclofing day, 

The long arrear of feeret worth fhall pay ; 
Appiauding faints fhall hear with fond regard, 

And He who witnefs’d here—fhall there reward.” 





A performance of this kind, at the tender age of 
eighteen, promifed much, nor have the public been 
difappointed. Many pieces have proceeded from her 
pen, both in ‘profe and poetry, all of which have been 
honoured with warm eommendations. 

She has produced ¢hree tragedies, Percy, Fatal Fale. 


hood, and the Inflexible Captive, founded on the ftory 
of Regulus, in the Roman hiftory. The two former 
were performed at Covent Garden. They all contain 
beautiful fentiments and excellent morality. Sir Eldred 
of the Bower, and the Bleeding Rock, two legendary 
tales—Ode to Dragon—Florio and the Bas Bleu, toe 
gether with Slavery, a poem, are poffeffed of merit, 
and may be read with pleafure and improvement. Her 
profe works confift of Effays for Young Ladies, 
‘Thoughts on the Importance of the Manners of the 
Great—An Eftimate of the Religion of the Fafhionable 
World—Remarks upon the Speech of Mr. Dupont— 
Village Politics, by Will Chip, and Stri€tures on Fe- 
male Education. In each of thefe we might point out 
many admirable paragraphs, happily expreffed, and cal- 
culated to ferve the beft interefts of mankind. They 
have undergone feveral editions, and are entitled, both 
from their defign and execution, to a very confiderable 
degree of approbation, 
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Nor muft we forget to mention her Sacred Dramas, 
acharming work, and the moft popular of all her 
productions. They are infcribed to the Dutchefs of 
Beaufort, and are adapted to benefit effentially the 
rifing generation. They contain Mofes ix the Bulrufhes, 
David and Goliah, Belfhazzar, and Daniel, to which 
are added Reflections of King Hezekiah, and an exqui- 
fite poem on Senfedility. In David and Goligh occurs 
the following fine paflage on WAR: 











-—— O War! what art thou; 

After the brighteft conqueit what remains 
Of all thy glories ! For the vanquith’d, chains! 
For the proud victor, what? Alas! to reign 
O’er detolated nations! a drear wafte 
By one man’s crime, by one man’s luft of pow’r 
Unpeopl’d! naked plains and ravag’d fields 
Succeed to fmiling harvefts, and the fruits 
Of peaceful olive, lufcious fig and vine ! 
Here rifled temples are the cavern’d dens 
Of javage beafts, or haunt of birds obfcene 3 
There pop’lous cities blacken in the fun, 
And in the gen’ral wreck proud palaces 
Lie undiftinguifh’d, fave by the dun {moke 
Of recent conflagration. When the fong 

f dear bought joy, with many a triumph {well’d, 
Salutes the viétor’s car and fooths his pride | ‘ 
How is the grateful harmony prophan’d 
With the fad diffonance of virgin cries, 
Who mourn their brothers flain! of matrons hoar, 
Who clafp their wither’d hands, and fondly afk, 
With iteration thrill, their flaughter’d fons! 
How is the laurel’s verdure ftain’d with blood, 
And foil'd with widows’ tears ! 


The poem, Sen/idility, is enriched with many beauti- 
ful paflages, and difcovers a truly feeling heart. The 
following lines cannot be read without feniible emotions 
of pleafure s 
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Let not the vulgar read this penfive ftrain, 
Their jefts the tender anguifh would prophane; 
Yet thefe fome deem the happieft of their kind, 
Whofe low enjoyments never reach’d the mind; 
Who ne’er a pain, but for themfe]ves have known, 
Nor ever felt a forrow but their own ; 
Who call romantic ev’ry finer thought, 
Conceiv’d by pity, or by friendfhip wrought. 
Ah! wherefore happy? where’s the kindred mind! 
Where the large foul that takes in human kind? 
Where the befl paffions of the mortal breaft ? 
Where the warm bleffing when another’s bleft? 
Where the foft lenitives of other's pain, 
The focial fympathy, the fenfe humane ? 

he figh of rapture, and the tear of joy, 
Anguifh that charms and tranfports that deftroy ? 
For tender forrow has her pleafures too, 
Pleafures which profperous dullnefs never knew; 
She never {new in all her coarfer blifs, 
The facred rapture of a pain like this ! 
Nor think the cautious only are the juft, 
Who never was deceiv’d I would not tru. 
Then take, ye happy vulgar! take your part 
Of fordid joy, which never touch’d fhe heart. 
Benevolence, which feldom fiays to chufe, 
Left paufing prudence teach her to refufe ; 
Frnendfhip, which once determin’d, never {werves, 
Weighs e’er it truits, but weighs not e’re it ferves; 
And foft ey’d Pity and Forgivenefs bland, 
And melting Charity with open hand; 
And artlefs Love, believing and heliey’d, 
And gen’rous Confidence, which ne’er deceiv’d ; 
And Mercy ftretching out e’er want can {peak, 
To wipe the tear from pale affiiction’s cheek ; 
fhefe ye have never known !—then take your part 
Of fordid joy, which never touch’d the heart.’ 


The Senfdility which Miss More thus eloquently 
defcribes, is, we underftand, the prominent feature of 
her own difpofition, Attentive to the wants and dif- 
treffes of others, de is ever ready torclicvye them, She 
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even feeks out opportunities of inftructing and confoling 
her fellow creatures, This is worthy of herfelf, and 
will be ultimately crown’d with an abundant reward. 

It was this amiable principle which induced her to 

atronife Mrs. Yearfley, the famous Briftol Milk- 
Dense, whofe native ftrains have been admired by 
the genuine lovers of poetry, She wrote an elegant 
Prefatory Addrefs to her poems, procured her a large 
lit of fubfcribers from amongft the firft charaéters in 
the kingdom, and exerted every nerve to promote her 
interefts. This woman, however, afterwards repaid 
all this kindnefs by abufe and calumny ! We muft not 
enter into this difagreeable affair ; but we will fay that 
Miss More ftands fully exonerated; and Lord Or- 
ford juftly remarks, in a letter to her, {peaking of Mrs. 
Yearfley’s conduét: ** That the foil of her heart could 
never have produced the rank weed of ingratitude, had 
itnot been previoufly dunged with gold !”’ 

Some time after fhe became chiefly inftrumental in 
relieving the Maid of the Hayflack, an unfortunate 
young woman, apparently deranged, found under a 
ftack of hay, at Hanham, near Briftol. Her origin is 
unknown, and her hiftory is extremely myfterious. 
Miss More wrote a fhort account of her, which ex- 
cited the public commiferation. She is fuppofed to 
have been of an high family, but reduced by misfortune 
tothis deplorable condition. Be this as it may, her 
patronefs manifefted the pureft benevolence, in pro- 
curing a comfortable afylum for this melancholy child 
of affli€iion. Such aéts carry with them their own re- 
ward. To diminifh the fum of private and public mi- 
fery, is a moft divirie deed; it is imitating him who 
went about doing good, and will be crowned by the 
Deity with the ampleft tokens of approbation. 

Miss Mork, together with her fifters, have retired 
to a very pleafant {pot, which is denominated Cow/lip 
Green, fituated near the Mendip Hiils, about ten miles 
from Briftol. Here fhe has eftablifhed a Sunday -—* 
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and fhewn a very commendable concern for the wel. 
fare of the poorer clafles of fociety. With this view fhe 
pubitfhed many excellent fmall tracts, under the genes 
ral title of the Cheap Repofitory. The Shepherd of 
Salifoury Plain was particularly admired. 

The prefent Bilhop of London, and other celebrated 
characters of the age, are in habits of acquaintance 
with Miss More. We have been affured, on good 
authority, that fhe {pends, occafionally, a few months at 
Fulham, the well-known refidence of the Bithops of 
London, fince the period of the Reformation. In one 
of her vifits, fhe penned fome very pleafing lines, en- 
titled Bonner’s Ghoff; but which her modelty would 
not fuffer to be publifhed. Bonner was the bloody 
bithop, in the reign of Mary; he ufed to fcourge 
the Proteftants with his own hand, in his garden, and 
various other acts of brutality ftand on record againt 
hin. Mrss Mores, we are informed, has finely con- 
trafted the tolerating {pirit of the prefent Prelate, with 
the cruelty and favage ferocity of his predeceffor, who 
has drawn upon him the execrations of pofterity. 

In the works of the late Lord Orford, the moft pleas 
fing part of the Epiftolary Correfpondence, is that bee 
tween his Lordfhip and Miss More. We were grae 
tificd by the perufal of it, and think it honourable to 
both parties. The Britith peer feems apprifed of the 
real excellence of his friend, and pays her thofe com- 
pliments to which fhe may be pronounced juftly ene 
titled, 

The writer of this curfory Narrative, had once the 
pleafure of paifing a few days with the fifters of Miss 
More, at the houfe of a very refpeétable family, in 
Caerleon, Monmouth fhire,and well remembers the good 
fenfe and amiable temper which they difcovered in cone 
verfation on a variety of fubjeéts. Nor does he deem 
it the leaft of the favours which he enjoyed beneath 
that hofpitable roof, that he was there frfi introduced 
to an acquaintance with Miss Mong’s writings, — 
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he perufed, even at that early period, with delight and 
fatisfa€tion. 

We are not ignorant that the fubjeét of our Memoir 
has been turned into ridicule by the profligate mufe of 
a modern fatirift; the perverfion of whofe fuperior ta- 
lents, on other occafions, has excited our indignation. 
Such wanton attacks can neither difturb the ferenity of 
her mind, nor fhake the fair fabric of her fame, which 
fands reared on an immoveable foundation, Her 
writings fpeak for themfelves, and have already en- 
fured to themfelves the favourable decifions of an en- 
lightened public. Afferting the right of private judg- 
ment, we are not, indeed, difpofed to defend every re- 
ligious fentiment, which fhe has from the beft of mo- 
tives inculcated. Nor, on the other hand, are we fo con- 
vinced of our own infallibility, nor would we be fo 
unjuft to the rights of others, as on this account to with- 
hold the meed of praife. But dleft with the approba- 
tion of the wife and good, and confcious of having di- 
re€ted her efforts to the melioration of her fellow 
creatures, Miss More may calmly repofe on her 
paft exertions, and confign, without an anxious thought, 
her well-earned reputation to the judgment of pof- 
terity. 

BrisTOL has, in former times, been reproached 
with a felfith dullnefs ; andeven Hume has contributed 
to the prejudice, by a refleétion contained in his Hif- 
tory of England. Her credit, however, has been re- 
deemed by the produétion of a Chatterton, a More, a 
Yearfley, a Southey, a Coleridge, a Cottle, and other 
writers, who have attracted the attention of the literary 
world. Commerce ought, in juftice, to lend her fup- 
port to literature, and literature will, moft affuredly, 
m return, confer a dignity on commerce. The one 
refines, exalts, and fublimates the other. Apart they 
decreafe in refpeétability ; but let it be remembered 
that an honourable junétion of them fecures and per- 
petuates the welfare and profperity of the human race. 


The 






















226 THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 





ee 
— 































The mere gains of the merchant are not to be putinto § = 
competition with that intelle€tual and moral wealth, a 
portion of which at leaft, every individual fhould en. 7 
deavour to acquire; and which, wherever it is found, <a 
either on a throne or in a cottage, will be remunerated cy 
with the plaudits of the Divine approbation. E. ac 
five, f 
be gl 
GOSSIPIANA. thinks 
[No. XXXV.] has : 
CURIOUS CHARACTER OF THE FRENCH, DRAWN pag 
SOME TIME AGO. 
HE French unite every extreme of condud; 
they have virtues and vices, firengths and weak- Ay 
neffes feemingly incompatible. They are effeminate, fuppe 
yet brave; infincere, yet honourable ; hofpitable, but librar 
not benevolent; vain, yet fubtle ; fplendid, not gene- Flore 
rous; warlike, yet polite; plaufible, not virtuous; publi 
mercantile, yet not mean ; in “rifles ferious, in danger was t 
&Y ; women at the toilet, heroes in the field; profli- brari 
gate in heart, yet decent in their conduét 3 dvided in fider: 
opinion, but united in aGion; weak in manners, but after 
ftrong in principle ; coxtemptible in private life, and gant 
formidable in public. por 
taine 
SOLITUDE. whic 
Mapbam De STaEt confidered it as a vulgar error, le. 
to fuppofe that freedom and comfort could be enjoyed at and 
court or in public, where eventhe minute aétions of our and 
lives are oblerved, where our fentiments mutt be regtl 
Jated by the circumftances of thofe around us, where I 
every perfon affumes the right of {crutinizing our cha- day 
racter, and where we never have the f{malleft enjoy- 


ment of our/elves. The enjoyment of one’s felf Nays the) Hp 
can only be found in folitude. It was within the waks per 
of the Bafiille, that I firft became acquainted with MI- | toy 
elf. he ; 
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THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Tuis great General, obferving a foldier leaning pens 
fively on the butt end of his muftket, juft after victory 
had declared itfelf in favour of the Britith arms at the 
battle of Blenheim, accofted him thus, ** Why fo pen- 
five, my friend, after fo glorious a vidfory ?”’ ** It may 
be glorious,” replied the brave Briton, * but I am 
iiidking, tliat all the human blood | have /pilt this day, 
has only earned one four-pence! To the credit of hu- 
manity be it fpoken, that the Duke, turning afide, a 
tear was obferved to fall from his cheek. 


LIBRARIES. 

AmonGsT modern libraries, the four largeft are 
fuppefed to be the Emperor’s at Vienna; the Vatican 
library ; the library of the Grand Duke of Tufcany, at 
Florence, and that now belonging to the French Re- 
public, at Paris. Of ancient libraries, the Alexandrian 
was the moft celebrated. Among the other ancient li- 
braries, that of Luculius is faid to have been very con- 
fiderable, as was alfo that of Trajan, which was called 
after him the Ulpian library. But one of the moft ele- 
gant was that founded at Rome by Simonicus, precep- 
tor of the Emperor Gordianus. It is faid to have con- 
tained 8000 feleé&t volumes, and that the apartment in 
which they were depofited was paved with gilt mar- 
le. The walls were compofed of glafs and ivory ; 
and the fhelves, cafes, preffes, and defks, made of ebony 
and cedar. 

GEORGE HERBERT. 


Ir is recorded of this gentleman, who was ftiled in his 
day the divine Herbert, and who was celebrated for his 
piety and his poetry, that being przleétor in the rhetoric 
fchool, at Cambridge, in the year 1618, he thought pro- 
per to pafs by the orators of Greece and Rome, and chofe 
toread upon an oration of King James. In his lecture, 
he analyfed the parts of the royal {peech, he showed 
their conneétion, and he pointed out the propriety < 
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the language, and its power to move the affeétions, He 
alfo illuftrated the beauties of the ftyle, which, as he 
very properly obferved, was of a kind utterly unknown 
to the ancients, who had no juft conceptions of the ex. 
cellencies of rega/ eloquence. 


SUBLIME POETRY. 
In the 74th Pfalm, of Sternhold and Hopkin’s ver. 


fion, will be found the following curious lines. David 
is addreffing the Divine Being, and thus exclaims— 
6© Why doft thou draw thy hand aback, 
And hide it in thy lap! 
©! pluck it out, and be not flack, 
To give thy foes a rap.” 


SLINGING, 


To teach any new habit or art, we muft not em- 
ploy any alarming excitements: fmall, certain, regu- 


larly recurring motives, which intereft, but which do 
not diftraét the mind, are evidently the beft. The an- 
cient inhabitants of Minorca were faid to be the bett 
fingers in the world. When they were children, 
every morning, what they were to eat, was flightly 
fufpended to high poles, and they were obliged to throw 
down their breakfafts with their flings, from the places 
whence they were fufpended, before they could fatisfy 
their hunger. The motive feems to have been here 
well proportioned to the effeét that was required: it 
could not be any great misfortune to a boy to go with- 
out his breakfaft ; but as this motive returned every 
morning, it became fufficiently ferious to hungry 
lingers. 
SLAVE TRADE. 


Lorp Orford, ina letter to Mifs Hannah More, 
remarks, ** I do not underftand the manceuvre of fu- 
gar, and, perhaps, am going to talk nonfenfe, as my 
idea may be impraéticable; but I with human wit, 
which is really very confiderable in mechanics and 
merchantry, could devife fome method of cultivating 
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canes, and making fugar without the manual labour of 
the human fpecies. How many mills and inventions 
have there not been difcovered to fupply fucceda- 
peums to the work of the hands, and which, before the 
difcoveries, would have been treated as vifions? It is 
true, manual labour has, fometimes, taken it very ill to 
beexcufed, and has deftroyed fuch mills—but the poor 
negroes would not rife and infift upon being worked to 
death. Pray talk to fome ardent genius, but do not 
name me 3 not merely becaufe I may have talked like 
an idiot, but becaufe my ignorance might, :p/o fadto, 
ftamp the idea with ridicule. People, I know, do not 
love to be put out of their old ways : no farmer liftens 
at firft to new inventions in agriculture ; and I do not 
doubt but bread was, originally, deemed a new fangled 
vagary by thofe who had feen their fathers live very 
comfortably on acorns. Nor is there any harm in ftarte 
ing new game to invention; many excellent difcoveries 
have been made by men who were 7” chafe of fomee 
thing very dif ferent. I am not quite fure that the arts 
of making gold, and of living for ever, have been yet 
found out 3 yet to $4 many ‘noble difcov eries has the 
purfuit of thofe noftrums given birth | Poor chemifiry, 
had fhe not had fuch glorious obje€ts in view ! 

“Tf you are fitting under a cowflip at your cottage *, 
thefe reveries may amufe you for half an hour, at leaft 
make you fimile ; and, for the eafe of your confcience, 
which is always in.a panic, they require no anfwer,” 












NEW TITLE. 

Lorp ORFORD, writing to the fame lady, fays, 
{peaking of his newly-acquired title, “ For the other 
empty metamorphofis that has happened to the outward 
man, you do me juftice in concluding that it can do no~ 
thing but teafe me; it is being called names in one’s old 


* Miss More lives at a place called Cowflip Green, a 
few miles from Briftol, 
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age. I had rather be my Lord Mayor, for then I thould 
keep the xickname but a year, and mine I may retain 
a little longer ; not, that at feventy-five, 1 reckon og 
becoming my Lord Methufalem!” 





A Letter from Lord Orford to Dr. Berkenhout, in Ane 
Jwer toa Letter, requefiing Materials for writiag his 
Life, 1773. 

SIR, 

I am fo much engaged in private bufinefs at prefent, 
that 1 have not had time to thank you for the favour of 
your letter, nor can I now anfwer it to your fatisfaction, 

My life has been too iifignificant to afford materials 
interefting to the public. In general, the lives of mere 
authors are dry and unentertaining; nor though I have 
been one occafionally, are my writings of a ciafs or mee 
rit to entitle me to any diftinétion. I can as little fur- 


nifh you, fir, with a lift of them, or their dates, which 


would give me more trouble to make out than is worth 
while. If I have any merit with the public, itis for 
printing and preferving fome valuable works of others; 
and if you ever write the lives of priaters, | may be ene 
rolled in the number. My own works, | fuppofe, are 
dead and buried ; but as 1 am not imparient to be in- 
tecred along withthem, [ hope you will leave that office 
to the parfon of the parifh, and [ fhall be as long as I 
live, 


Ycur obliged, humble fervant, 
HOK. WALPOLE. 


MILTON, 


Sarp Lord Orford, has merit fo much fuperior to mere 
grace, that 1 will only fay that if his Raphael, his Sa- 
tan, and his Adam, have as much dignity asthe Apollo 
Belvidere, his Eve has all the delicacy of the Venus o 
Medici, and his defcription of Eden has the colouring 
of Albano. His tendernefs always imprints ideas as 
graceful 
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ceful as Guido’s Madonnas and the Allegro Pen- 
and Comus might be denominated from the 
three Graces. 

Milron’s foul was full of poetry, fenfe, and fire; and 
he had improved all thefe qualities by ftudying the beft 
models. ‘hus prepared, he gave a loofe to his genius, 
which was too impetuous and fublime to be curbed by 
the mechanifm of rhyme, which would often have im- 
ded his expreffing all he felt, and oftener, perhaps, 
on obliged him to add frigidities to help out the re- 
turn of the found. ‘The language, therefore, of M1L~ 
ron’s blank verfe was not ftudied, but the natural ap~ 
plication of his own tongue to deliver his own ideas. 


A 
THE REFLECTOR. 
[No. XXXII] 
THE LYCIDAS OF MILTON. 


Lycrpas is dead—dead e’re his prime 
Young Lycrpas, and hath not left his peers 

: é Fs 
Who would not fing for LycipAs? he conte 
Himfelf to fing, and build the lofty rhyme 
Hem ve not float upon his wat'ry bier, 

Jnwept, and welter tu the parching wind, 

ithout the meed of fome melodious tear. 

MILTON. 


bipedal is an author of fuch exquifite merits 
that we are unwilling to pals by any of his truly 
excellent produétions. His Paradife Loft, Paradife 
Regained, and Sampfon Agoniftes, have already en- 
gaged our attention. We now proceed to a thort eles 
gizc poem, known by the name of Lycrpas, parts of 
which exhibit traits both of beauty and fublimity. The 
critics, we are aware, have differed on its m erits 5 but 
the readcr fhall have it in his power to determine ac- 
ng to his own judgme 


In 
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In the edition of Milton’s fmaller poems, Lycidas is 
entitled a monody, and the following melancholy canfe 
is faid to have given rife to the compofition. A learned 
friend was unfortunately drowned, 1637, in the month 
of Auguft, on the Irith feas, in his paffage from Chef. 
ter. This friend (we are informed by Bithop New. 
ton) was Mr. Edwatd King, fon of Sir John King, 
Secretary of Ircland under Queen Elizabeth, King 
James I. and King Charles I. and was a fellow of 
Chrift College, and was fo well beloved and efteemed 
at Cambridge, that fome of the greateft names in the 
univerfity have united in celebrating his obfequies, and 
publifhed a colleétion of poems, Greek and Latin, and 
Englith, facredto his memory. ‘This poem is fuppofed 
to have been written by Milton, at Horton, the feat of 
his father, in Buckinghamfhire. Here the poet opened 
his mind to all the delicacies of friendfhip, and was, 
therefore, fufceptible of the forrows which its lofles 
muft have occafioned. The motto conftitutes a part of 
the introduction to the poem, and thews how deeply 
the mind of the poet was affeéled by the deceafe of his 
amiable and learned friend. 

Their affociation together, and their interchanges of 
mutually kind offices to one another, are thus delicately 
deicribed ; 


Together both, ere the high lawns appear’d, 
Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 
We drove a-t 
What time the gray-fly winds her fultry horn, 
Batt’ning our flocks with the frefh dews of night; 
Oft till the ftar that rofe at ev’ning bright, 
Toward heay’n’s defcent had flop’d his weft’ring 
wheel ; 
Meanwhile the rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper'd to the oaten flute ; 
Rough fatyrs danc’d, and fawns with cloven heel, 
From the glad found would not be abfent Jong, 
And old Dameetas lov’d to hear our fong. 





ield, and both together heard 





Immediately 
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Immediately afterwards the heavy change is feelingly 


depicted 5 it is a perfeét contrat to the preceding pa- 
sagraph : 


But O the heavy change, now thou art gone, 
Now thou art gone, and never muft return! 

‘hee, fhepherd, thee, the woods and defert caves, 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine o’er growny 
And all their echoes mourn. 

The willows and the hazel copfes green, 
Shall now no more be feen, 
Fanning their joyous leaves to thy foft lays. 
As killing as the canker to the rofe, 
Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze, 
Or froft to flowers, that their gay — Weaty 
When firft the white-thorn blows 

Such Lycrpas thy lofs to thepherd’ S ear. 


Javing thus fweetly fketched the pleaf fures and for- 
rows of fri iendfhip, Milton burfis forth into the follow- 
ing affeCting spolirophe, replete with genuine poetry : 

Where were yey ny mphs, when the remorfelefs deep! 
Clos’d o’er the head Pr your lo v'd Lye hisiaiay 

For neither were ye playing oi: the e Bee 

Where your old Jar: is, the famous Pr: i hie s 


Nor on the os ggy top of Mona high, 
Nor vet where Deva fpreads her wizard ftream. 


; h ' me, i fondly dream ! 


Had ye been there—for what could that have done 3 
What could the mufe herfelf, that Orpheus bore, 
mufe herfelf for her enchanting fon, 
Whom univerfal nature did lament, 
ben by the rout that made the hideous roar, 

goary vifage down the ftream was fent, 
own the fwift Hebrus to the Lefoiar fhore ? 


ryt est 


Some beautiful reflections are then introduced on the 
apcertainty of human life, and on the nature of true 
tame; the paflaze is too remarkable to be here omit- 
ted: 


7 9 Tame 
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Fame is the fpur that the clear fpirit doth raife 
(That laft infirmity of noble minds) 

To fcorn delights and live laborious days ; 

But the fair guerdon when we hope to find, 
And think to burft out into fudden blaze, 
Comes the blind fury, with th’ abhorred thears, 
And flits the fine {pun life. But not the praife, 
Phoebus reply’d, and touch’d my trembling ears : 
Fame is no plant that grows on mortal foil, 
Nor in the gliftering foil, 

Set off to th’ world, nor in broad rumour lies, 
But lives and fpreads aloft by thofe pure eyes, 
And perfect witnefs of all-judging ‘fove, 

As he pronounces laftly on each deed, 

Of fo much fame in heav’n—expeét thy meed. 


The poet then proceeds to various poetical perfoni- 
fications, all of which tend to imprefs us with the live. 
linefs and delicacy of his imagination. He alfo touches 
on the very corrupt ftate of the clergy at that period, 
and is fuppofed to allude to the probable and violent tion. 
death of Laud, many years after the time in which the from 
poem was written. The lines are fingular : Bi 


whol 
fenty 
eve rl 


treat 


Befides what the grim wolf with privy paw 

. - . . . But 
Daily devours apace, and nothing faid ; 
But that two-handed engine at the door, er 
Stands ready to {mite once, and {mite no more ! 


At the clofe of the elegy we meet with thefe pa- as a 
thetic ftrains, worthy the fubjeét of his fong : teft 
pute 


plill 


Weep no more, woeful fhepherds, weep no more 
For LycipAs, your forrow és not dead ! r 
Sunk tho’ he be beneath the watry floor, ¥ ie 
So finks the day-itar in the ocean-bed ; bs 9" 
And yet anon uprears his drooping head, of f 
And tricks his beams, and with new fpangled ore, {pir 
Flames in the forehead of the morning fky ; toh 
So Lycipas funk low, but mounted high : Ly. 

Thro the 




















THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 








Thro’ the drear might of Arm that walk’d the waves, 
Where other groves and other ftreams, along 
With nectar pure, his oozy locks he laves, 
And hears the unexpreflive nuptial fong, 

In the bleft kingdoms, meek of joy and love, 
There entertain him all the faints above, 

In folemn troops and {weet focieties, 

That fing, and finging in their glory move, 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now, Lycrpas, the fhepherds weep no more, 
Henceforth thou art the genius of the fhore, 

In thy large recompence, and fhalt be good, 
To all that wander in that perilous flood ! 


How tender is this conciufion! how expreffive of 
_ that fupport, which, even under the fevereft afflictions, 
is to be derived from the confolations of religion ! The 
whole Monody exhibits thofe delicacies of thought and 
fentiment peculiar to its wonderful author, who took 
every thing within the grafp of his mighty imagina- 
tion. His mind was of no common make ; this appears 
from ail his productions. 

But after all, it muft be confeffed, that Yohufon has 
treated Lycipas with a moft unjuftifiable feverity. 
But Mr. Hayley, in his admirable Lite of Miiton, has 
done the poem ample juftice in thefe words: 

“ An animated and benevolent veteran of criticifm, 
Dogior Warton, has confidered a relith for the Lycidas 
asa teit of true tafte for poetry, and it certainly is a 
tet which no lover of Milton will be inclined to dif- 
pute; though it muft exclude from the lift of accom- 
plithed critics that intemperate cenfor of the great poet, 
who has endeavoured to deftroy the reputation of his 
celebrated Monody with the moft infulting expreffions 
of farcaflic contempt ; expreffions that no reader of a 
{pirit truly poetical, can perufe without mingled emo- 
tions of indignation and of pity! But the charms of 
Lycidas are of a texture too fine to be annihilated by 
the breath of derifion, and though Dr, Johnfon ” de- 
clared 
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declared the poem to be utterly deftirute both of na 
ture and of art; it will affuredly continue to be ad. 
mired as long as tendernefs, imagination, and harmony, 
are regarded as genuine fources of poetical delight, 
The effeét of this favourite compofition is exaétly fuch 
as the Poet intended to produce ; it firft engages the 
heart with the fimplicity of juft and natural forrow, and 
then proceeds to elevate the mind with magnificent 
images, ennobled by affe€tionate and devotional enthu. 
fiafm. The beauties of this pathetic and fublime Mo. 
nody, are fufficiently obvious; but the reader, who 
compares it with a poem on the fame fubjeét, by Cleve. 
land, once the popular rival of Milton, may derive plea. 
fure from perceiving how infinitely our favourite poet 
has exeelled, on this cccafion, an eminent antagonift.” 

Such is the juft encomium of Mr. Hayley, the words 
of Bilfhop Newton are, perhaps, ftill more expref- 
five: * Of the poems to the Memory of Mr. King, 
the beft of allis MtirtTon’s Lycipas. On fuch fa- 
crifices the Gods themfelves ftrew incenfe, and one 
would almoft with /o to have died, for the fake of hav- 
ing Leen fo lamented !”” 





AN 
ALPINE EXCURSION. 
[From Matthifon’s Letters. ] 
Grandelos, June, 29th, 1790. 


ET me now proceed, my dear friend, to give you 

a detail of my late mountain rambles. We af- 
cended, on horfeback, to the village of Yvorne, not far 
from Aigle. The road was at firft beautiful, winding 
among pines and cityfus-trees ; the clufters of yellow 
flowers on the latter, formed a ftriking and charming 
contraft with the dark green hue of the former, while 
at intervals, through openings in the bufles, we were 
enchanted 
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enchanted with a perfpedtive view of the valley of the 
Rhone and the wild fnowy hills of the Valais. We 
continued this afcent for about two hours, when we ar- 
rived at a place called Tie Ruins, a name wholly ap- 
propriate to the nature of the {pot, fince the road now 
became almoft perpendicular, and nothing was to be 
feen on either fide but broken mafies of rocks towering 
above each other. Scarcely had we pafed this wilder- 
nefs, when we were rewarded by arriving upon a plain 
whence we beheld the whole expan(e of the lake of Gee 
neva lying at a great depth immediately below us. We 
topped here for fome time at a Sexnhiitte, or dairy 
houle, where we were very hofpitably entertained by 
the fimple owner, and found excellent milk. After 
his refrefhment we again proceeded forwards, and to- 
wards evening reached our night quarters, which was 
another Sexnitie, at the foot sp two majeftic rocks, one 
of which has the exaét form of a flattened cupola, and 
wealled La Tour de Mayenne. 

Imprefied with the ardent defire to reach the fummit 
of this eminence, whence I promifed myfelf a glorious 
view over the Alps of Savoy, together with a rich hare 
velt of plants, I could not the next morning refift mak- 
ing an attempt to accomplith my with, efpecially as my 
hot afured me that the undertaking was neither difi- 
cult nor dangerous. Accordingly, furnithed with my 
Linne - and a little bafket, containing fome wine and 
a piece of bread, I commenced my excurfion, and ar- 
rived at the top of the rock without the leaft ob{truc. 
tion or accid ent. EN he view exceeded my exp2ct: ations, 
nor was [ difappointed in my promifed botanical acquis 
fitions, and all had been well, could I have been con- 
tent to return ‘a uietly by the fi commodious path 
that I had afcended 5 buat unforti partes fome dzmon 
poffeffed me with the idea that by g round to the 
eaftern fide of the hill, I might find another track by 
which to defcend, and thus acquire a farther tan viedge 
of a fpot I was defirous of exploring as much as p pa 

ble. 
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ble. I had certainly never attempted the execution of - 
this plan, had I been aware that the ridge of rocks A 
among which I hoped to find this path, role perpendi- bio 
cularly above a horrible precipice. and { 
After walking for about half an hour, firft along a 
. . ‘ é of by nc 

valley, and then afcending a hill again, I found myfelf : 

- “ 4 S rs: ‘ mn th 
at the foot of a very fteep rock, up which I climbed TT 
with fome difficulty by the aid of buthes ge wing out oft 
of the clefts, and arrived at a gentle flope, covered with P 

; 2° ay tion, 
the filene acaulis, as with a purple carpet, where finde Seer: 
ing myfelf fomewhat fatigued, I fat down t» reft, it ry 
being then exaétly noon. After taking a refrething ree | 

g ek 4 5 * ! fion 
paft from my little bafket, I afcended the flope, and as dis 
every trace of the foot of man was loit, circled my pnt 
courfe by the fun and La Tour de Mayenne, which 

j \ . 5 extri 

Jay exaétly to the eaft of the Senmhiitie where I had rey 
left my companion. I have feldom been more difae a 
greeably furprifed than with the change of fcene wiich . 
now prefented itfelf tomy view. Scarcely had | reached def 
the fummit of the flope, when I faw before me as far pone 
as the cye could reach, a boundiefs wilderneis overs por 
fpread with fnow, broken only by vatt chafms or points sin 
of rocks, and where, as on the boundaries of a chaos, all ‘a 
vegetable life feemed to die away. val 
Had my firength been wholly unimpaired, I could obiy 
{carcely have formed fo wild an idea as that of endea- fi 
vouring to prefs on through thefe regions of wintery hal 
defolation, and now that J was already wearigd with I 
my previous exertions, I thought it by far my wifef my 
plan to turn back without delay, and regain, as faft as on 


poffible, the path by which I firft afcended. But when ny 
{ came back tothe rock, I beheld, with fhuddering, the . 


invincible difficulty of getting down a precipice, which dé. 

in afcending I had fearcely thought formidable. on 

It is very often the cafe in mountain regions, as you 1} 

know by experience, that a rock may be afcended with tal 

eafe, which could not be defcended again without the ln 

moft imminent hazard. Here it was not merely hazard- fel 
ous 
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ous to attempt defcending, it was a thing impoffible to 
be done, fince nothing could fave me from falling down 
the precipice, but ftepping precifely upon every bufh 


and thru that had affilted my afcent, and this I could 


by no means be fecure of doing, unlefs I had had eyes 
in the foles of my feet. 

Totlic right ond left frightful aby ffes denied me every 
pofibility of cxrricating myfelf from my perilous fitua- 


tion, confegucntly no other means remained for my de- 
jiverance but to attempt wading through the fnowy 
wafte, to which alone I was obliged to leave the deci- 
fion of my fate. I arrived once more at the flope with 
the purple carpet, and trod again the borders of the 
wintery defert, where the loofe {now made the walking 
extremely laborious, nor can I find words to defcribe 
the difficulties I had to encounter, but they were fo 
great, that with a lefs degree of natural ftrength ] had 
inevitably funk under them. Often was I forced to 
defcend into deep chafms filled with fnow, whence I 
could not climb out again without the utmoft exertion, 
and at laft had, perhaps, not gained above five or fix 
yards of direét way. My ancle-bones became quite ex- 
oriated with repeated falls between broken points of 
rocks, and my hands were no lefs galled with grappling 
them, till at length 1 found myfelf fo completely ex- 
haufted that I could proceed no farther. It was then 
half paft four. . 

Hitherto I had not loft all hope of emancipation, but as 
my ftrength was gone, and the defert ftill appeared to 
ftretch as far before me as at the firft ftep I had taken, 
my fate feemed now inevitable, and I looked forward to 
death as my only means of deliverance from fuch a maze 
of difficulties. I drank my fmall remains of wine, and 
ate my laft piece of bread withas firm a conviétion that 
I hac taken my laft meal, as impreffed the noble Spar- 
tans at Thermopyle, and lying down on a rock which 
had previoufly terved me for a table, I almof inftantly 
fell into a profound fleep. 

The 
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The life of your friend, my dear Bonftetten, now 
hung upona very flender thread. Exhaufted as I had 
been, it was more than probable that my fleep would 
continue till after fun-fet, and in that cafe I muft in. 
evitably have fallen a facrifice to the night-frofts, which 
even in this feafon had covered a fmail lake, that I paf. 
fed upon thefe heights with a very thick coat of ice, 
For the hand of man to {natch me from this benumbed 
and torpid ftate, was as little to be expeéted as if I had 
been in a wildernefs, upon an uninhabited ifland, and 
T hall always confider the accident to which I owe my 
deliverance, as one of the moft extraordinary cafualties 
that ever happened to a mortal. A bird of prey, which 
probably hada neft fomewhere near, was the fole means 
of giving me back to life and the fociety of mankind; 
with a loud fcream he {wept fo clofely by me, that not. 
withftanding my death-like torpor I awoke with the 
noife. His voice, which I could ftill hear when he was 
at a great diftance, feemed to be that of an eagle; and 
I was afterwards affured by the chamois-hunters, that 
the nefts of the ftone eagle are found in abundance 
among thefe rocks, The great owl, called in France 
grand-duke, is alfo an inhabitant of thefe parts, and 
hides in the clefts and cavities, but it does not feem pro 
bable that he was my deliverer, fince he is not accuftom- 
ed to come abroad by day-light. My half-dreaming 
fituation, when I was firft routed, rendered me incapae 
ble of obferving the creature with any degree of accu- 
racy,and by the time that my recollection was perfectly 
returned, he hed foared to fuch a diftance as to pre- 
clude the poifidility of my diftinguifhing his form 
clearly. ' 

It was fix o’clock when I awoke, and my ftrength 
being now recruited, I was refolved once more to exert 
every poflible effort for effeéting my efcape. I la- 
boured ftill for about an hour with inexpreflible diff- 
culty through fnow and clefts, when at length I reached 
the bed of a mountain torres, as yet empty of — 
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and ouly in fome places filled up with fnow. My fpi- 
rits, which before had every moment been more and 
more depreffed, were now on a fudden as highly ele- 
vated. I hailed the joyful harbinger of my deliver~ 
ance, and entered the channel in full confidence, that 
fince in milder weather it conveyed the water to the 
plains below, it would now convey me thither. 

I wound very flowly down between towering maffes 
of rock, which were alternately more fmooth or rugged 
according as the ftream rufhed over them with increaled 
or diminifhed force, till at length I once more heard 
the bells of the herds, and the fongs of the herdfmen. 
Never did the notes of the fweeteft mufic ftrike with 
fuch a charm on my ear, as did now thefe harfh tones, 
fince they removed in an inftant every lingering doubt 
remaining within me of my reftoration to mankind. 
Afmoke which I foon after obferved afcending from 
amidit a foreft of pines, ferved as my guide for the reft 
of the way, and about eight o’clock in the evening I 
came to a Sexnhiitte at a confiderable diftance from that 
whence I had departed in the morning. The herdf- 
men fancied at firft that they beheld an apparition, fo 
disfigured were all my features and fo wan my coun- 
tenance : nor was this furprifing, after fourteen hours 
{pent in fuch a toilfome expedition, without any thing 
to fupport me except a fmall quantity of bread and 
wine, 

The honeft mountaineers made a circle round me to 
hear my itory, and evinced a fympathy for my fuffer- 
ings, and an anxiety to relieve them, which affected me 
deeply. As 1 pointed out the way by which I came 
down, they fhewed the moft expretlive figns of alto- 
nifhment, and afiured me that the country above bears 
avery ill charaéter from the frightful precipices with 
which it abounds, and that it is never vifited by the cha- 
mois-hunters before Auguft, and even then not free 
quently, 

Vou. VIII. x Such, 
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Such, my dear Bonftetten, is the faithful and unem. 
bellithed narrative of my laft Alpine excurfion. 





Seeman eel 


REFLECTIONS 
UPON THE 
EXISTENCE AND PERFECTIONS OF THE DEITY, 


I cannot go 
Where univerfal love fmiles not around. 
THOMSON, 


HAT there is ** A mighty hand that ever bufy 
wheels the filent fpheres,” is the acknowledged 
belief of men of virtue and of refleétion, in every age 
and in every country. It is a conviétion ftamped by 
the hand of nature upon the heart, and it isthe refult of 
inveftigation and enquiry. The untutored favage feek 
it, and the more we {crutinize the footfteps of the Deity, 
which are impreffed on all the works of creation, the 
more alfo fhall we confefs and rejoice in it. 

If there be a Gop, fuch as we fuppofe him to be; 
independent, felf-exiftent, the firft caufe of ail thing, 
and the fource end fountain from which they flowed, 
he muft, of necefiity, be infinitely perfeét (i. e.) inf 
nitely powerful, infinitely wife, infinitely good. On 
any other fuppofition our ideas of him are inconfiftent 
and contradiétory to themfelves. Now if the Divine 
Being be infinitely wife, his penetration fees at onc 
what regulations in his government will be moft con 
ducive to the beft ends, viz.; his own honour and the 
happinefs of his creatures. If he is infinitely good, he 
mut delight in this benevolent objeét, and if he is in- 
finitely powerful, he cannot but compel the proceffion of 
things to purfue that path which his wifdom and his be- 
nevolence prefcribe, The knowledge of hisattributes leads 
us then, neceffarily, to the conclufion, that his benevo- 
lence prefcribes—that his wifdom approves—that his 
power 
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power enforces that order of things which fhall moft 
redound to the good of his creatures. 

To fet afide this firm perfuafion of the mind, is to 
fap the foundations of moral principle, to introduce con- 
fufion into a fyftem of order, and diffipate the fureft 
rays of confolation which illuminate the abodes of 
men. 

But not to infift upon fpeculations of this fort, let us 
tum our attention for a few moments to the more pal- 
pable, the more pleafing manifeftations of that univers 
fal love which fmiles around us. And when we cone 
template this theatre on which we are now aéting our 
feveral parts, the beauties of which are no lefs ftriking 
than its ftruéture is admirable, we thall fcarcely with- 
hold our aftonishment, that any one, difmiffing the dice 
tates of common fenfe, fhould, for a moment, believe 
that th7s planet is not the workmantfhip of Infinite 
Mercy, Infinite Wifdom, Infinite Power. 

In the {weet ferenity of a cloudlefs evening, when I 
lift my aftonifhed eyes towards that glorious vault 
which canopies the earth—when I contemplate the fub- 
lime piéture which the firmament prefents, ftudded 
with mnumerable ftars, fhining with {piendour which 
mocks the diamond ; when I mark the order, the re- 
gularity in which they move around their common cen- 
tre, each purfuing its path without variation—without 
falure—without interference with the reft, furely the 
bright luftre of thefe heavenly hofts, the admirable dif+ 
tipline of their movements, the undifiurbed: regularity 
of their changes, each rifing at its appointed hour, at its 
appointed hour withdrawing again; furely all thefe 
things befpeak an ordering and arrangement inhnitely 
fuperior to the wild, unreined, unintentional movements 
ofchance. ‘To reafon’sear they bear the intimation of 
a wife and powerful agent, 

*€ Por ever finging as they fhine, 
The hand that made us is divine.’ 
ADBISON. 
X 2 From 
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From the fublime arch of heaven let us next direé 
our reflections to the earth, which is extended like an 
elegant carpet beneath our feet; and what infinitely 
varied evidence of the divine agent rifes to our notice, 
in the ten thoufand thoufand wonders of creation which 
vegetate around us! In the innumerable obje&s which 
demand our attention—in the plants—in the flowers— 
in the fruits—in the trees—in the animals—in the in. 
fe&ts with which her bofom teems, what can we fee but 
the ** traces of a God ?”’ Trees loaded with fruit, moun. 
tains waving with corn, meadows embroidered with 
flowers ; what can we think of this beautiful variety, 
this charming diverfity, fo eminently adapted to the 
fupport, the comfort, the happinefs of fenfitive life? 
Thefe beautiful effeéts, purfuing each other in ever- 
lafting harmony, chaunt in unifon with the mufic of the 
{pheres; they are no lefs demonftrative of that infinite 
power which * Orders all things wifely and well!” 

Laftly.—Let us repair to the fhores of the mighty 
deep ; now calm—now tranquil as the bofom of inno. 
cence, as the unalterable peace of that God who fepe- 
rated it from the dry land, and now raging in tempeft 
like the fury which will eventually overwhelm the 
proud oppreffor! What additional reafons fhall we 
here meet to adore the Providence which bridles its 
fury with the fand, and not only fays to its proud waves, 
here fhall your billows be ftayed, burt turns its faithlefs 
bofom to the comfort of man ; and from it, as from an 
inexhauftible fund, pours into our laps whatever is ne- 
ceflary to the elegant enjoyment of lite! Let arrogance 
affeét then to be wifer than the modeft child of reafon; 
and in the diftributions now noticed, pretend to per- 
ceive nothing but diforder and confufion. But for me, 
and [may add, for all whofe minds are open to the ap- 
peal of argument and experience, we mutt fee the hea- 
vens, the earth, and the feas thrown into difcord—the 
glorious luminaries of the fky extinguifhed—-the day 
and the night divided no more; we muft fee the order 

@ 
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of feafons inverted—feed time and harveft fail—the fea 
break down its boundaries—beauty changed into defor 
mity, and the univerfe ruth into confufion ; tll the 
we muft believe that the Lord reigneth—that his finger 
guides the planets in their everlatting round—that it is 
his hand which 


¢ Works in the fecret deep; fhoots teeming thence 

The fair profufion, that o’er-fpreads the fpring; 

Flings from the fun dire& the flaming day ; 

Feeds every creature ; hurls the terpett forth; 

And, as on earth, this grateful change 

With tranfport touches ail the {prings of life.’ 
THOMSON. 


If more be neceffary toaffure the mind of that uni- 
verial love which fhines around us, let us next attend to 
the evidence of this grand truth which nature has 
ftamped on every bofom; and the firft glance will ftrike 
upon the breaft with more than demonfirative force. A 
beautiful French moralift has given us nearly the fole 
lowing analogy: “ When I furvey the families of my 
friends, wifely regulated, and {weetly enjoying in the 
bofom of peace the happinefs of well ordered foctety, I 
inftantly conclude that they are managed by wife and 
intelligent guides. When I furvey kingdoms and ftates 
flourithing in peace, the laws revered, juftice divided 
betwixt man and man, commerce and the arts daily im- 
proving and extending themfelves to the comfort and 
profperity of the fubjeét, I inftantly conclude that wif- 
dom holds the reins of empire,and that the moft confum- 
mate ability points its energies. When | contemplate 
the flocks peaceably {preading themfelves over the plains, 
enjoying the bounties of nature, without terror, without 
apprehenfion, I conclude that a prudent and watchful 
fhepherd attends to their wants, and proteéts their de- 
fencelefs company. When I fee the proud veffel with 
her fails diftended, purfuing her progrefs acrofs the 
pathlefs deep, combating the tempeft, furmounting~the 

X 3 billows, 
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billows, and happily arriving at her defired port, I infer 
that an expert pilot holds her helm in his hand, and 
points her cleaving keel where to divide the waters.”’ In 
like manner, when I fee the univerfe balanced like a 
bubble in the air; when I watch its progrefs from day 
to day, from year to year, find it ftill turning round its 
center ; {till renewing its beautiful appearances, withe 
out variation and without failure, pouring forth its blef- 
fings on its happy inhabitants ; can I poffibly conclude 
that aught but infinite goodnefs produces this effect? 
Did atoms, uncontrouled, ever concur in fuch harmony? 
The emotions of my breaft compel me to fcout the idea 
If order and regularity imply the agency of a wife fu 
perintendant in one refpeét, they imply it in another, 
In faé, this is a conclufion which (with the exception 
of determined perverfity only) mankind have ever 
drawn; we all feel, we all aét under the impreifion, 
* Where is the atheift,’’ fays the eloquent Latin mo- 
ralift, * but in the moment of danger will call upon 
and implore the aid of that God whofe exiftence he is 
accuftomed to deny ? But why does he turn his im- 
ploring eyes towards heaven ? Why doves he invoke the 
alliftance of the Omnipotent? Surely becaufe the emo- 
tions of his bofom deny the language of his lips.” 
There is, then, an intelligence which prefides over 
the univerfe—there is an eye which watches over its 
every movement—there is a hand which guides its fecret 
energies! Nature, in every fhape, leads to the fame 
conclufion ; from the reptile which creeps along the 
furface of the earth, to him who is conftituted lord of 
the creation ; from the hyffop upon the wall to the'ce- 
dar of Lebanon; from the earth on which we tread, to 
the fkies which are ftretched out over us; from the 
feelings of the bofom to the evidence of reafon, every 
thing concurs to proclaim the operation of the divinity! 
“¢ We cannot go where univerfal love {miles not 
around ;”’ and muft be without excufe if we refufe out 
concurrence to fuch an hoft of teftimonies, wil 
i. 
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d THE 

: ALTAR OF PEACE, 

y AN 

§ Aidrefs delivered in the Council Houfe, at Greenville, 

1 July sth, 1798, before the Officers of the American 

° Army, and Mayor General Wayne, Commander in 

¢ Chief, and Minifier Plenipotentiary from the United 

; States, to treat with the Indian Tribes North Weft 

} of the Ohio, 

p 2 BY MORGAN ]. RHEES. 

Noble example for all generals and commanders 

N of armies! Gideon, when going out to war, 

. erected an ALTAR tothe Gop of Peace*. His 

’ jet was not devaftation and plunder, but to defend the 

: lives, liberty, and property of his brethren; when 

; thefe obje€ts were obtained, the {word was theathed, 

aud he returned to his occupation, crowned with 

: honour. 

Gideon, as a worfhipper of God, is worthy of imita- 

tion by all men; if there be a firft caufe, a difpofer of 
events, a diftributor of rewards and punifhments, he is 

certainly an objeét of adoration. Some have fuppofed 

man to be a religious animal, that it is religion and not 

, reafon which diltinguifhes him from the deaft; but, 

without the exercife of reafon, [I am ata lofs to know 

) how we are to prove the exiftence of the Almighty. It 

is true, in moft countri eS, favage as well as civilized, 


we meet with the temple and the prieft, the altar and 
the offering ; the mythology of the heathen, the mof- 
3 ques of Mahomet, the fuperftitions of popery, and the 
circuinfcribed ceremonies of the Jews; all have a ten- 
dency to prove that there is fuch a thing as rea/ re- 
ligion, Let us fearch for it, not by rejecting wholly 
every thing that bears the appearance of religion, but 


Judges vi. 24. 
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Althougi: this Weftern wor'd be a wildernefs, we 
meet here with abundance of flowers which would 
adorn the moft beautiful garden in Europe. Shall we 
reject thofe valuable productions of the earth, becaufe 
they grow in an uncultivated foil? furely not. Shall 
we then reje& the nob le precepts of Chrift, and de 
fpife his inftitutions, becaufe they have t been obfeured 
by the weeds of Popery and Mahometanifm ? God far. 
bid! Rather let us cut down the groves of Baal and 
defpife his worfhip. Let us reject every hypothefs 
that will not bear the teft of examination—let us be. 
lieve nothing but what is fupported by evidence, and 
may be proved by reafon. 

That religion is certainly rational which reprefens 
the Supreme Being in the moft amiable wlan Its 
wards virtue, punithes vice, publithe § peace to thepe. 



























nitent, unites man to man, and all good men to God, ednef 
Such is the Chriitian religion in its primitive fimpli Wh 
city: although its advocates are engaged in the mof up the 
important w: ar; a war with ignorance and vice ; yet, which 
after the example of Gideon, they continually pray for Ip for th 
peace. The commander in chief has ordered themto eh 
publith peace in every houfe they enter ; peace to the a 
Indians,to Europe, Afi a Africa, and America, Their efpeci 
commiffion is to preach the gofpel to every creature, to arm ¢ 
proclaim glory to God in the higheft, on earth peace, edn 
good will towards men! re 

sromerct if we with to enjoy a permanent peace in rah 
the world, the private circle, or the confcience, the Bie Me! 
ble declares we muft ceafe to do evil and learn to do Peac 
good; the rule is fhort, the commandments are ealy, on 
All the precepts of Jet iovah center in one fyllable— Bo 
LOVE. he law and the prophets, like the rays of f uty 
the fun, colleéted toa focus, here thine and burn. py 

The man who loves God as the fupreme good, and Pei 
his neighbour as himfelf, furmounts every obitruétion 84 

with 
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with eafe, becaufe he is borne above earth on the wings 
of love; the philanthropift is every perfon’s neigh 
bour, the white, the black, and the red, are alike to 
him; he recognizes in each a brother, a child of the 
fame common parent, an heir of immortality, and a 
fellow traveller to eternity. He knows how to make 
allowances for the prejudices of nations and individuals ; 
intead of declaiming and tyrannizing, he endeavours to 
lead (with the cords of love and the bands of man,) all 
his fellow men, to think, and judge for themfelves, 
what is right. Having done this, the foundation is laid 
fur a glorious fabric ! —TThe man who dares to think fe~ 
rioufly for himfelf, brings a complete facrifice to the al- 
tar of peace ; his ear receives inftruétion, the memory 
retains information, the judgment difcerns between 
truth and error, his eye or principle is fixed on the glory 
of God and the public good ; and his feet or affections 
= in the path which leads to immortal blef- 
nefs, 

Whilft on his journey the Chriftian ceafes not to offer 
up the facrifice of praife for the innumerable mercies 
which furround his path and his pillow, but efpecially, 
for that life and immortality which have been brought 
to light by the gofpel. 

Brethren !_ where we have fallen fhort in any duty, 
e(pecially that of gratitude; let us move on with a 
irm and fteady ftep in the great work of reformation, 
and as we are {urrounded by temptations, let us com- 
bat the powers of darknefs and the enemy will flee be- 
fore us: with the weapons of eternal truth lec us fight 
the foe, and our rallying point fhali be the Alcar of 
Peace. 

Permit me to defcend to particulars, and apply the 
fubje€&t to the pending treaty. The Lord give peace. 
But, firs! in order to eftablifh a durable peace, fome 
lacrifices muft be made on both fides. 

The love of conqueft and enlargement of territory 
fhould be facrificed—cvery nation or tribe having an 
indefeafible 
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indefeafible right of foil, as well as a right to govern 
themfelves in what manner they think proper: for 
which reafon the United States purchafe the right of 
foil from the Indians. 

Self-intereft_and avarice, being the root of all evil, 
ought to be facrificed as a burnt-offering, for the good 
of mankind. The defire of revenge fhould be imme. 
diately offered on the altar of forgivenefs, although thy 
brother tranfgrefs againft thee feventy times feven ina 
day. 

Diilimulation and intrigue, with every {pecies of de- 
ceptive fpeculation and fraudulent praétice, ought tobe 
facrificed on the altars of firiét honour and inflexible 
juflice. 

In thort, as the altar of peace is our text, the /ermon, 
or our future conduét, fhould be, * do juftice and love 
mercy, ’—tcll the Indians they muft “ go and do like. 
wife.’ Intorm them that righteoufnefS is the pa 
rent of peace, foreign and domeftic; that withoutit 
there can be no tranquillity in the nation, the neigh 
bourhood, cr in the bofom of the individual. Ende 
vour, therefore, by all poffible means, to inftil a jut 
knowiedge of this principle into their minds, for it muf 
precede univerfal peace. 

Why did the prophet fay, “ they hall not hurt nor 
deftroy ?”’ becaufe, firft, * the knowledge of God fhall 
cover the earth as the waters do the fea.”’ 

If we were to form any idea of the figns of the times, 
the dav of univerfal knowledge, peace, and happinels, 
cannot be at any great diftance ; it will advance upon 
us like the rifing fun, whofe light irrefittibly {preads 
far and wide! 

But do not imagine that we are to be idle fpe€tators: 
God carrics on his work by means, and employs fa 
tional infiruments; and as we are at prefent in an Ine 
dian country, we fhould devife and adopt the mot 
likely meafures to civilize the favage tribes, We have 
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an opportunity of knowing fomething of their difpo- 
fitions. 

If peace can be amicably concluded, much may be 
done ; but we are not to forget the natural fie ps from 
afavage ftate, to that of civilization. I am clearly of 
opinion, that rational preachers ought to be employed 
toremove their mde fuperftition, give them juft no- 
tins of the great fpirit, and teach them rules of moral 
retitude. I am aware, that fomething more is waited ; 
unlefs hufbandry and the mechanical arts be introduced 
with thofe miffionaries, they will never be able to pre- 
vailon them to quit their ancient cuftoms and manners; 
government fhould therefore one and affift: that 
good may be done by individuals, none can deny. The 
Moravian Indians are a convincing proof of it: ftill 
their laudable efforts will be ineffeétual to bri ng over 
the great body of the people, without further aid, and 
ageneral intercourfe between, them and virtuous men. 

It is to be nt ented that the frontiers of America, 
have been peopled in many places by men of bad mo- 
ras. I do not mean by thi is, to th row a di fagreeable 
refle€tion upon all the frontier inhab‘: its, for ‘I know 
there are many virtuous charaéters ainong them, but 
certain it is, that there are a wh stew number of white as 
well as red favages, it will therefore be neceffary to 
have fuch communications with the different tribes, as 
toconvince them of the good will of the Americans in 
general. 

If at the conclufion of this treaty, fome interchanges 
of perfons could take place between the United States 
and the different tribes, fo that fome Americans migh¢ 
have their refidence in the Indian towns, and the In- 
dians, in like manner, refide in fome of the principal 
towns on the frontiers, it might be the means of ter- 
minating all future difcrences without War ; of culti- 
Vating harmony and friendfhip among the tribes, of 
bringing offenders on both fides to juftice ; and caufing 
tteaties to be refpected throughout the different na- 
tions, 
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tions. If fuch a fyftem could be introduced ; cultiva 
tion and inftruétion would naturally follow, and the 
Americans and Indians would become one people, an 
have but one intereft at heart—the good of the whole, 

That fuch an event fhould take place is certainly de. 
firable : let us therefore, in the firft place, follow the 
example of Gideon, by ereéting an altar, and offer th 
neceflary facrifices to obtain peace; let us by adtsof 
righteoufnefs and deeds of mercy make that peace pet. 
manent; let every probable means be made ufe of to 
enlighten the poor heathens, that they may quit their 
childifh and cruel cuftoms; and add to their love of 
liberty and hofpitality, picty, induftry, mechanical and 
literary acquirements.—Let us join them in prayer that 
the ** Great Spirit may enlighten their eyes and punifj 
their hearts, give them a clear fky and fmooth water~ 
guard them againft the bad birds, and remove the brian 
from their paths—proteét them from the dogs of war, 
which are ever exciting them to aéts of barbarous 
cruelty——that they may never attend to their bark: 
ing, but continue to keep the bloody hatchet in the 
ground, and fmoke the calumet of peace until its odours 
perfume the air*.” 

Sweet peace !—fource of joy—parent of plenty- 
promoter of commerce and manufaétures—nurfe of arts 
and agriculture !—angelic peace !——could I but fet 
forth thy amiable qualities, who would but love thee? 
—O daughter of heaven !—firft offspring of the Go 
of love !—haften to make thy refidence with us a 
earth. 


* The ingenious author of this piece has here happily 
adapted fine expreffions to the creed of the Indians, with the 
view of imparting an additional efficacy to his inftructions 


Ed. 
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THREE LETTERS OF GRAY, 


AUTHOR OF THE ELEGY IN A COUNTRY 
CHURCH-YARD. 


[From Matthifon's Letters.] 


ONSTETTEN, in his youth, refided for fome 
time at Cambridge, during which he enjoyed an 


> almoft daily intercourfe with the Poet Gray, who at- 
- tached himfelf to him with great ardour, and foon be- 


came his warmeft and moft confidential fricud. Every 
one who is acquainted with Gray’s works, and particu 
larly with his immortal “ Elegy in a Country Church 
yard,” will doubtlefs read with the deepett intereft the 


} flowing reliques of his correfpondence with his young 


friend. 
own eee: 2 


Cambridge, April 12th, 1770. 
Never did I feel, my dear Bonftetten, to what a te- 
dious length the few fhort moments of our life may be 
extended by impatience and expectation, till you had 
left me; nor ever knew before with fo ftrong a con- 


viétion how much this frail body tympathizes with the 
_ Inguietude of the mind. 1 am grown old in the com- 


pals of lefs tnan three weeks, like the fultan in the 
Turkith Tales, that did but plunge his head into a vef- 
fel of water and take it out again, as the ftanders-by 
afirmed, at the command ofa Dervife, and found he 
had paffed many years in gaptivity, and begot a large 
family of children. The ftrength and {pirics that now 
enable me to write to you, are only owing to your laft 
letter—a temporary gleam of fun-fhine. Heaven 
knows when it may thine again! I did not conceive 
till now, 1 own, what it was to lofe you, nor felt the 
folitude and infipidity of my own condition before [ 
poleffed the happinets of your friegdihip, I muft cite 

Vou, VIII. Y another 
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another Greek writer to you, becaufe it is ntuich to my 
purpofe: he is defcribing the character of a genius 
truly inclined to philofophy. ‘Tt includes,” he fays, 
“¢ qualifications rarcly united in one Gingle mind » quick- 
nefs of apprehenfion and a retentive memory, vivacn 
and application, gentlenefs and magnanimity : to thele 
he adds an invincible fove of truth, and confequently of 
probity and jultice. Such a foul,’ continues he, “will 
be little inclined to fenfual pleafures, and confequently 
temperate ; a pranget ia illiberality and avarice ; being 
accuftomed to the moft extenfive views of things, and 
jublimett coneemplatin ns, it will contraét an habitual 
greatnefs, will look down with a kind ys durepaney 
human life aid on death, conifequently, I poffefs the 
trueft fortitude. Such,” fay s he, “is — mind bor 
to govern the reft of ma inkind.’” But thefe very en 
dowmienis, fo neceffary toa foul forme led for philofophy, 
are often its rt iin, efpecially when joined tothe external 
advantages alth, nobility, fireng oe and beauty; 
that is, if it light ona bad foil, and want its proper nur 
ture, which nothing buts an excellent education can be- 
ftiow. In this cafe he is depraved by the public ex 
ample, the affemblies of the people, the courts of juf- 
tice, the theat jer that infp ire it with falfe « pina 
terrify it with falfe infamy, or elevate it with falfe ap- 
plaufe ; and remember, that extraordinary vices and 
extraordinary virtues, are ght ily the produce of avi 
gorous mind: litrie fouls are alike incapable of the one 
and the other 

If you have ever met with the portrait fketched out 
by Plato, you wil know it ag t, to my 
forrow I have had that happinels I leita princi 
features, and I forefee the dangers with a Rae 
anxiety. But enough of this ; I return to your letter. 
It proves : at leaft, that in the midit of your new gaieties, 
I ftill hold fotne place in your memory, and, what pleafes 
me above all, it has an air of undi Tembl ed fincerity. 


4 e 14 le friend they 
A470 on, MY beft and amiaoie iriend, to new me you 
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heart fimply and without the fhadow of difguife, and 
ave me to weep over it, as 1 now do, no matter 
whether from joy or forrow.” 


eT Ey 


April roth, 1770. 

Atas! how do I every moment feel the truth of 
what I have fomewhere read, “* Ce n’eff pas le voir, 
que de s’en fouvenir 3” rs yet that remembrance is the 
only fatisfaétion I have left. My life now is but a per- 
petual converfation with your fhadow—the known 
found of your voice ftill rings in my ears—there, on the 
corner of the fender, you are ftanding, or tinkling on 
the piano-forte, or ftretched at length on the fofa. Do 
youreflect, my deareft friend, that it isa week or eight 
days before I can receive a letter from you, and as much 
more before you can have my anfwer; that all that 
time | am employed, with more than Herculean toil, in 
pufhing the tedious hours along, and withing to anni- 
hilate them ; the more I ftrive, the heavier they move, 
and the ae they grow. I cannot bear this place, 
where I have {pent many tedious years within lefs than 
amonth fince you left me. I am going fora few days 
to fee poor Nu, invited bya letter, w vherein he men- 
tions you in fuch terms as add to my regard for him, 
and exprefs my own fentiments better than I can do 
myfelt. ‘1 am concerned,”’ fays he, ‘ that L cannor 
pals } half my life wich him; I never met with any one 
who pleafed and fuited me ‘fo well: the miracle to me 
is, how he comes to be fo little fpoiled, and the miracle 
of miracles will be, if he continues fo in the midft of 
every danger and feduétion, and without any advan- 
tages but from his own excellent nature and under- 
tanding, 1 own I am very anxious for him on this ac- 
count, and perhaps your inquietade nay have proceeded 
from the fame caufe. 1 hope Lam to hear'w hen he has 
pafled that curfed fea, or will he forget me thus 77 72afir, 
lam relegaium ? It he dhould,it 1s out of my power to 
¥ 6 retaliate.» 
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retaliate.’’ Surely you have written to him, my dear 
Bonftetten, or furely you will! he has moved me with 
thefe gentle and fenfible expreffions of his kindnefs for 
you: are you untouched by them ? 

You do me the credit, and falfe or true it goes to my 
heart, of afcribing to me your love for many virtues of 
the higheft rank. Would to heaven it were fo! but 
they are indeed the fruits of your own noble and ge. 
nerous underftanding, which has hitherto ftruggled 
againft the ftream of cuftom, paffion, and ill-company, 
even when you were but a child; and will you now 
give way tothat ftream when your ftrength is increafed} 
Shall the jargon of French fophifts, the allurements of 
painted women comme il faut, or the vulgar careffes of 
proftitute beauty, the property of all who can afford to 
purchafe it, induce you to give up a mind and body by 
nature diftinguifhed from all others, to folly, idleness, 
difeafe, and vain remorfe? Have a care, my ever ami- 
able friend, of loving what you do not approve. Know 
me for your moft faithful and moft humble defpote. 


ESI 


May 9th, 1770. 

I am returned, my dear Bonftetten, from the little 
journey 1 made into Suffolk, without anfwering the 
end propofed. The thought that you might have been 
with me there has embittered all my hours: your let 
ter has made me happy, as happy as fo gloomy, fo foli- 
tary a being as | am is capable of being made. I know, 
and have too often felt the difadvantages I lay myfelf 
under, how much I hurt the little intereft I have in 
you, by this air of fadnefs fo contrary to your nature 
and prefent enjoyments: but fure you will forgive, 
though you cannot fympathize with me. It is impofli- 
ble for me to diffemble with you; fuch as I am [ ex- 
hex my heart to your view, nor wifh to conceal a 
ingle thought from your penetrating eyes. All that 
you 
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you may fay tome, efpecially om the Tubjeet of Switzer- 
lan id, i is infinitely acceptable. It feels too pleafing ever 
tobe fulfilled, and as oft en as T read over your truly 
kind letter, written long fince from London, I ftop at 
thefe words: ** La mort qui peut glacer nos bras avaut 
qu ils foient entrelacés.”” 





GRAND CAIRO. 


rt 


{From Sonnini’s Travels in Egypt.] 


i fuppofe Cairo, in Arabic Ma/r, refembling one 
JL of our large cities in Europe, would be to enters 
tain a very erroneous idea, The houfes have neither 
the form nor elegance of ours, The ftrects are very 
narrow, unpaved, and the houfes that form them not 
The fquares, valt irregular. piaces, 
Idings that adorn them, ‘without any 
int out and embellith the centre, ai 
nfe bafins of water during the had 
, and fields, or gardens, when the 
river has r d to its bed. Crowds of i 
nations, pol ft through the ftreets, jofle one another, dif- 
pute the way with the horfe of the Seakeahieen the mule 
of thetan of the law, the numerous ‘ls which fup- 
ply tue place of coaches, and the affes, which are the 
moft ¢ common beat of the faddle. 
is city, much longer than broad, covers a fpace of 
about three leazues. “Turks, Mamelucs, Greeks, Sy- 
rians, Arabs, ¢ ophts, Moors, Jews, and Europeans, 
inhabit it 5 and its 9 apr may be eftimated at four 
hundred thoufand fouls. Inhabitants of another kind 
had likewife taken up their abode in the midft of this 
confufed multitude ‘of various nations. The terraces 
of the houfes were covered with kites and crows, who 
— there in perfeét fecurity, and whofe an fcreams 
ne h » { 


loarfe croakings mingled with the tum It of areft- 
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— 
Jefs and noify populace. The difgufting vulture, the 
vultur percnopterus of naturalifts, the ak bobas (white 
father) of the Turks, the Pharaoh’s hen of the Euro- 
peans, added to this fingular and melancholy fociety, 
Living only on reptiles and the produce of lay ftalls, this 
filthy bird happily wants courage to attack more inte. 
refting objets. The plaintive and ainorous turtle has 
no more to fear fromits talons than from the guns of the 
inhabitants, into whofe dwellings the enters, giving them 
practical, but ufelefs leffons of love and tendernefs, in 
the careffes and attention of domeftic happinefs. 

The fplendour and prodigality of luxury were here 
contrafted with the rags and nakednefs of want; the 
exceffive opulence of thofe who bear the rule, with the 
frightful poverty of the moft numerous clafs. The 
riches that trade confcrred on the intermediate clafs 
were buried, or carefully concealed. Men who had 
acquired wealth dared not make ufe of it, except clan- 
deftinely, left they thould tempt the unbridled covet- 
oufnets of power, and expofe themfelves to extortions, 
which a barbarous government fanétions under the 
name of avazies, and which, in fpite of all their fecrely 
and caution, they cannot always efcape. 

With whatever external fplendour thefe men in 
power were clothed, they were not in reality lefs igno- 
Fant and favage. Though the garb was that of luxury, 
it was not the lefs the vefture of the moft complete bar- 
baroufnefs ; and if this appeared ftill more hideous and 
ferocious in 2 populace exceedingly vile, it was only 
becaufe here it was naked, and the eyes were not de- 
ceived by the glofs of magnificence. At Cairo a few 
arts were exercifed by foreigners, mechanical occupa- 
tions were far from a ftate of perfection, and the 
fciences were abfolutely unknown. The two extremes 
approached each other in more points than one. The 

: equally ignorant, equally fanatic, equally 
periticious, with the rude dregs of the people. Not 
one of either could read or write; the weet of 
etters 
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letters and of writing was reckoned a very great art, 
and, with that of arithmetic, was confined to the mer- 
chants and people of bufinefs. On the other hand, the 
Mahometan priefts, bewildered in the gloomy labyrinth 
of {chool-divinity, bufied themfelves in attempts to un- 
derftand and comment upon the reveries of the Koran. 
The fciences cultivated in the capital of Egypt went no 
farther ; and to endeavour to extend their limits would 
have been a dangerous and ufelefs enterprife. Any 
thing beyond this would have been deemed a crime ; 
and knowledge would have been ftifled for ever, had 
not the French undertaken to emancipate it from its 
fhackles, and favour its difplay ; for, according to the 
philofophical refle&tion of Volney, where knowledge 
leads to nothing, nothing is done to acquire it, and the 
mind remains in a ftate of barbarifm *. 

In fact, the mafs of the people in no place could be 
more barbarous than at Cairo. Foreigners, perfecuted, 
and even ill-treated under the moft frivolous pretexts, 
lived there in perpetual fear. The French had feveral 
mercantile houfes there ; and occupied a {mall diftriét, 
fhut up by a large gate, which was guarded by janiza- 
ries. I fhall obferve, by the way, that the city was di- 
vided into feparate quarters inthismanner. ‘The Eu- 
ropeans called thefe divifions, thefe enclofures, coun- 
iriess; and that to whichthe French were confined, and 


where they were more than once befieged, was called 


the country of the Franks. Were our countrymen, re- 
mote from all means of proteétion and affiftance, fpent 
days embittered by perpetual anxiety. If the fuccefs 
of their commercial enterprifes diffufed a temporary 
fatisfaétion among them, the profpeét of an avamie per- 
petually before them foon checked it ; and the fums of 
money or prefents, with which they were forced to pur- 
chafe an infecure tranquillity, from the almoft daily 


* Voyages en Egypte & en Syrie, Etat politique de 
Egypte. 


changes 
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changes among the diners of the government, greatly 
diminithed the profit, which, far from immenfe on 
fome occafions, was in the end reduced to very little, 
in confequence of being diminifhed by a number of ex. 
penfive concomitants. ” Confined in their counéry, thefe 
merchants, a continual prey to anxiety, and too often 
not without caufe, were a ftriking example of what the 
defire of gain can affeét, being obliged to forego their 
own habits, and affume the oriental garb... Woe to the 
Europ<an, who fall venture to thew himfelf in the 
ftreet in the drefs of his own « country ! he would infal. 
libly have been knocked on the head, or torn to pieces, 
But to wear the long garments ufed in the Eatt was 
not fufficient. It was neceffary that fome part she 
drefs thould be a diftinguifhing mark, or, to fpex ak mor 
properly, a fignal of contempt and proicri tion. The 
head of the E 1ropean was to be covere a with the /al- 
pack, a fort of high, hairy cap, peculiarly affigned to the 
Franks. For fome time the more ente rprifing Englith 
had introduced among th he feffe, or head t-drels of 
the Drufes, which coniifts of a large piece of ftriped filk 
of various colours, and decorated with fringe, whichis 
rolled round the head in the manner of a turban. The 
French, however, had not ventured to follow this inno- 
vation, which, by giving them a greater refemblance to 
the people of the Haft, would have foftened the mark 
of infamy, with which the moft ferocious tvranny abafed 
them, and which ex ofed them to inevitable infults. 
Another mndif{penfable care was to refrain from we aring 
garments of green, or a any thing gre abour the drels. 
To have infringed this rule saa ress > been to be 
guilty of profanation, and the paniiihennies of the crime 
would have been as prompt as terrible. Green was the 
favourite colour of Mahomet ; and is fill referved ex- 
clufively for his defcendants, and for thofe who have 
merited a place among the number of the Prophet's 
choiceft difciples by the performance of feveral pilgn- 
mages to his tomb, 
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CURIOUS PARTICULARS 


CHARACTERISTIC OF EACH MONTHINTHE YEAR, 


Chiefly extraéted from the New Edition of Dr. Aikin’s 
Calendar of Nature, 





CALENDAR OF NATURE, 
NOVEMBER, 


——————Now the leaf 
Inceffant rufties from the mournful grove, 
Oft ftartling fuch as ttudious walk below, 
And flowly circles thro’ the waving air. 
THOMSON, 


1. "HE fall of the leaf diftinguifhes the prefent 

month ; hence this declining feafon of the year 
is, incommon language, moft expreffively denominated 
the fal, 2. The gradual death of vegetable nature 
fuggefts, to the reflecting mind, an apt comparifon for 
the fugitive generations of man. 3. The quick fuc- 
teflion of fpringing and falling leaves has been thus 
beautifully applied by Homer : 


Like leaves on trees, the race of man is found, 
Now green in youth, now with’ring on the ground ; 
Another race the following {pring fupplies, 
They fall fucceffive, and fucceffive rife : 
So generations in their courfe decay, 
So flourith rhefe, when thofe are paffed away ! 
POPE’S HOMER, 


4 The lofs of verdure, fhortened days, diminifhed 
warmth, and frequent rains, juftify the title of the 
gloomy month of November. 5. This gloom felt not 
by man only, but alfo by other animals. 6. — 
there 
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there are of clear and pleafant weather. 7. Autumnal 
months are, in our ifland, { fofter and lefs variable than 
the correfpondent ones in fpring. It long continues 


So 


“ The pale defcending year yet pleafing ftill !”? 













8. In fair weather mornings fharp; but the hoar-frof 
or thin ice, vanifhes before the rifing fun : 


” 





The lengthen’d night elaps’d, the morning fhines 
8 5 
Serene, in all her dewy beauty bright, 
Unfolding fair the Jaft autumnal day. 
And now the mounting jun difpels the fog, 
And rigid hoar-froft melts before his beam ; 
And hung on every {pray, on every blade 
5 y f > 
Of grats, the myriad dew-drops twinkle round. 
6 ? d i 
THOMSON, 





g- Sudden ftorms of wind and rain ftrip the trees of 
their faded leaves, and reduce them to their ftate of 
winter nakednefs. 10. One of the fir{t trees becoming 
naked is the walnut. 11. It is quickly fucceeded by 
the mulberry, horfe-chetnut, fycamore, lime, and af. 
The beech and oak are the lateft deciduous foreft. 
trees in cafting their leaves. 14. Appie and peach 
trees remain often green till the latter end of the 
month. 15. Pollard, oaks, and young oa lofe 
not their withering leaves till they are pufhed off by 
the new ones of the ficceeding {pring. 16. if 
pigeon or ftock-dove, the lateft in its arrival ¢ 
winter birds of paflage, makes its appearance about the 
middle of the month. 17. It feeds on young tops of 
turnips, but beech maft the favourite food. 18. Wher 
our old beech woods were ftanding, the multitudes of 
them feforting annually here, probably from Sweden 
and the north of Germany, were almott incredible. 1% 


rhe; 
Might be feen like rooks, in | yng firings, directing their 
evening flight tothe thick woods, where they were fhotin 
great numbers. 20. Salmoa afcend the rivers in order 


to {pawn ; an extremely aétive filh, 21. Hence Sal 
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mon Leaps, as they are called in Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland, where, failing in their leap, they are taken by 
nets or bafkets. 22. Farmer endeavours to finifh his 
ploughing in the courfe of this month, then lays up his 
intruments till the ces fpring. 23. Cattle and horfes 
taken out of the exhaufted paftures and kept in the 
yard or fiable. 24. Hogs put up to fatten. 25. Sheep 
turned out into the turnip field, ar, in ftormy weather, 
fed with hay at the rick. 26. Bees required to be 
moved under fhelter, and the pigeons in the dove-houfes 
tobe fed. Thus, even g/oomy November, has many 


} 
things of importance which claim our ferious atten- 
tion. 


— Si 


AN 


EXCURSION INTO THE WEST OF ENGLAND, 


DURING THE MONTH OF JULY, 1799. 
IN 
FOUR LETTERS TO A FRIEND. 
BY THE REV. JOHN EVANS, A.M. 


LETTER III. 


letter a Reich Was given of the rural beau- 
f Sidmouth and its vicinity. Exeter, Honiton, 
fon, mutt now engage our attention. The 
the COUNTRY poflefs their refpedtive 
r thould he advantages of either be fafti- 

4 

y reje 
EXETER is an ancient city, and may juftly be deno- 
minated the metropolis of the weftern part of our ifland. 
Its name is a contraétion of Exceffer, which fignifies 
a Cufile on the Ex. Athelftan, one of the Weft Saxon 
kings, firit gave it the name of Exeter; having ane 
that 
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— 
that period been called Monckton, from the great num. 
ber of monafteries with which it abounded. The Cath 
of Rougemont, in this city, is fuppofed to have been 
built by the Weft Saxon kings, and to have been the 
place of their refidence. It lies on an eminence, whence 
opens a beautiful profpe&t towards the Englith Chan. 
nel, about ten miles to the fouth. Here is alfoa fin 
terrafs walk, with a double row of elms, much fre 
quented by the inhabitants. The ancient part of the 
building is confiderably decayed ; but on this fpot, inz 
neat and convenient hall of modern ereétion, are held 
both the affizesand quarter-feffions. In the centre of the 
court by which it is furrounded, was beheaded Henry 
Penruddock, Efq. in the time of Oliver Cromwell, for 
having attempted to raife an infurreétion in behalf o 
the exiled monarch Charles the Second. It is rather 
fingular, that this event is unnoticed by Hume, in his 
Hiftory of England. 

The affizes were held at Exeter during my ftay ther 
before Sir Nafh Grofe and Sir Archibald Macdonald, 
I attended both courts, which were much crowded. At 
the criminal bar I faw three men tried for ftealing ftors 
from his Majefty’s dock-yard at Plymouth, They 
were found guilty, after a trial of fome hours. I co 
verfed with them immediately after their conviction, 
and found them much affeéted with their fituation, 
They feemed unappri’ed >f the enormity of the crime 
they had committed, and, confequently, were unapprt: 
henfive of the ferious confequences which followed. |t 
is to be regretted, that better means were not deviled 
for the promulgation of our criminal laws, in every pe 
rifh throughout the kingdom. The principal crime; 
with their affixed punifhments, ought to be inferibe 
upon a tablet, in legible charaéters, and fo placed iné 
confpicuous fituation, that it might excite univerfal a- 
tention. To prevent, rather than to punifh crimé, 
fhould be the objeét of a wife policy ; nor will the hu. 
mane mind ever fuffer itfelf to be indifferent — 
weltar 
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welfare and happinefs of mankind. It is with pleafure 
I witneffed the humanity of the jailor towards the un- 
fortunate prifoners, in general; he fympathifed with 
their diftreffes, and feemed to do every thing in his 

wer which might ameliorate their fad condition. 
The goal itfelf is a large modern building, Pleafant! ly 
fituated, and, apparently, well adapted to the melan- 
choly purpofes to which its apartments are appro- 
priated. It is built upon the plan of the late Mr. 
Howard, whofe intention it was, that punifhment 
fhould effeét the reformation of the criminal. Indeed 
this can be the only rational objeét of fuffering, for fa- 
vages alone can delight in wanton cruelty. 

The diffenters in this city are numerous and refpeéct- 
able, and have enjoyed the labours of Mr. Pierce and 
Mr. Micaijah Towgood, two of their moft eminent 
advocates and ornaments. The former flourifhed there 
about the beginning of this century, and was a man of 
found learning, irreproachable manners, and fterling 
integrity. The latter was juftly entitled to an appel- 
lation often beftowed upon him—+he Apofile of the 
Yeft; for in him an enlightened zeal and an ardent 
charity were happily united. I faw his venerable por- 
trait at the houfe of his amiable fucceffor ; his features 
were expreflive of the virtues by which his foul was 
animated. It was painted by Opie, whofe profefiional 
merits are generally and deferv edly acknowledged. 

In ExeTeR the cathedral is almoft the only objec 
of curiofity. It was 400 years in building, yet exhibits 
én aftonifhing uniformity ¢ 


The pious work 
Of names once fam’d, now dubious, or forgot, 
And buried ’midit the wreck of things which were / 


Itis vaulted thoongnear is 390 feet long and 74 broad ; 
it has a ring of bells reckoned the largeft in England, 
as is alfo its organ, the greateft pipe of which is fifteen 
inches in diameter, The dean and chapter have the 

Vou. VIII Z. houles 
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houfes round the cathedral, which form a circus, called 
the clofe, becaufe it 1s feparated from the city by walls 
and gates. At the deanery King WILLraM flept, in 
his way from Torbay to London ; the bifhop, however, 
ran off to King James, and was, for his loyalty, made 
Archbithop of York. In feveral parts of the cathedral 
we faw monuments of great antiquity ; that of Judge 
Doddridge particularly attraéted my attention. He 
was the anceftor of the pious and learned Dr. Philip 
Doddridge ; and Job Orton declares, that it is hard to 
fay whether he were the better artift, philofopher, di- 
vine, common or civil lawyer. His epitaph infcribed 
upon his tomb is expreflive : 


Learning adieu! for Doddridge is gone 

To fix his earthly to a heavenly throne ; 

Rich urn of learned duft ! fcarce can be found 
More worth enfhrined in fix foot of ground! 


A curious incident happened to this upright judge, 
on one of his circuits, and is recorded in the Harilean 
Mifcellany. Judge Doddridge, at Huntingdon affizes, 
1619, had, it feems, reproved the Sheriff for having re- 
turned perfons on the jury who were not of fufficient 
re{pectability. The Sheriff, however, took care, againf 
the next Aflizes, to prefent the following fingular lift, 
at which the Judge {miled, at the fame tume applaud- 
ing his ingenious induftry. 

Mamilian King of Tortand, 
Henry Prince of Godmanchetfter, 
George Duke of Somerfham, 
Wilham Marguis of Stukely, 
Edward Ear/ of Harttord, 
Robert Lord of Warflev, 
Richard Baron of Bythorpe, 
Edmund Kuight of St. Neots, 
Peter E/quire of Eafton, 

George Gentleman of Spaldock, 
Robert Yeoman of Barham, 


- 





THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 








Stephen Pope of Wefton, 
Humphrey Cardinal of Kimbolton, 
William Bifhop of Bugden, 

John Archdeacon of Paxton. 

John Adéot of Stukely, 

Richard Friar of Ellington, 

Henry Mons of Stukely, 

Edward Prief of Graffham, 
Richard Deacon of Catfworth. 


We afcended the principal tower of the cathedral, 
from the fummut of which we were prefented with a 
beautiful profpeét of Exeter, and the adjacent country. 
The circuitous windings of the river Ex, added to the 
variety of the fcene, whilft Topfham, a buftling fea- 
port, fituated upon its banks, yields many advantages to 
the aétive and commercial part of the community. 

A curious clock is to be feen in the cathedral, the face 
which exhibits the Ptolemaic fyftem ; which reprefents 
the earth in the centre, and the planets revolving round 
it in regular fucceflion. It has an odd appearance, but 
conveys an idea to the intelligent {peétator, of that ar- 
rangement of the planetary fyftem, which was once ad- 
mitted to be the true fyftem of aftronomy. The painted 
window in this metropolitan church, ereéted about thirty 
years ago, fhould not pafs unnoticed, for it is reckoned 
one of the fineft in the kingdom. It exhibits the twelve 
apofiles at whole length, furrounded with the armo- 
rial bearings of the principal families of the couaty. 
It has been remarked that Peter, looking down over 
his left fhoulder, /eems to frown horribly upon the fpi- 
ritual court *. The Bifhop’s throne alfo is an exquifite 


* Let not this remark be deemed illiberal; for Dr. John 
fon himfelf, fpeaking of his tragedy Irene, obferved to a 
friend, that if his heroine had not fuffered enough by the evils 
which had befallen her; he could ftill fill up the meafure of 
a by putting her into the Syiritwal Court at Litche 
heid! 
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piece of workmanfhip, and fo curioufly framed, that 
neither fcrew, nail, or peg, were employed in its con. 
ftruétion. Upon the approach of Oliver Cromwell to 
befiege the city, it was taken to pieces by the,clergy, 
facredly preferved, and re-inftated at the Reftoration, 
The library likewife contains a good colleétion of an- 
tient civinity ; and the compartment of it, added by 
the late Dr. Rofs, Bithop of the diocefe, feemed par- 
ticularly well chofen; he was, indeed, a prelate of con- 
fiderable learning and diftinguifhed liberality. 

This cathedral impreffed me with peculiar fenfations 
of folemnity. To ufe the beautiful language of Con- 
greve in his Mourning Bride: 


How reverend is the face of this tall pile, 

Whofe ancient pillars rear their marble head, 

To bear aloft its arch’d and pond’rous roof, 

By its own weight made fledfaft and immoveable, 

Looking tranquillity ! It ftrikes an awe 

And terror on my aching fight; the tombs 

And monumental caves of death look cold, 

And fhoot a thrilling to my trembling heart. 

Give me thy hand, and let me hear thy voice: 

Nay, quickly {peak to me, and let me hear 

~ Thy voice—my owvaffrights me with its very echoes! 
Exeter, taken altogether, is well worth the traveller’s 

attention. It has one fpacious ftreet, called the Fore- 
Street, of confiderable length, and conveys to the eye 
of the ftranger an idea of great refpeétability. The 
city anciently had a mint; and fo late as the reign 
of King William, filver was coined here, diftin- 
guithed by the letter E. placed under the King’s buft. 
About one mile and ahalf without the eait gate of Ex- 
eter, is the parith of Heavy Tree, fo called from the 
gallows erected there for malefaétors, and near it is a 
burial place for them, purchafed in the reign of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, by the widow of Mr. Tucker, Sheriff 
of Excter, who alfo left money to procure them fhrouds 
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in which the poor wretches, have frequently been ex- 
ecuted. They now, however, make their exit over the 
front door of the prifon, by a drop, fimilar to that be- 
fore Newgate. This city is faid to have fuffered 
grievoufly by the refentment of Henry Courtenay, Earl 
ef Devonfhire, who, to revenge the difappointment of 
fome fifth from the market, by wiers choaked up the 
river below Exeter, which before brought up fhips to 
the city walls, fo as entirely to obftruét the navigation 
of it. The injury, however, has by means of an arti- 
ficial channel been, in a great meafure, remedied. Such 
was the trade of this city in ferges, druggets, kerteys, 
and other woollen goods, that it was computed at fix 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum. Vaft quantities of 
thefe articles ufed to be fhipped off for Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, Holland, and Germany. 

Exeter is remarkable for three things ; that it has for 
its motto Semper fidelis, ALWAYS FAITHFUL—that 
of its twenty churches in the city and fuburbs, thirteen 
of them were in the time of Oliver Cromwell, expofed 
to fale by the common cryer; and that it has given 
birth to Sir Thomas Bodley, the founder of the famous 
Bodlean Library, at Oxford. Nor fhould we omit to 
mention the hofpital for the fick and lame poor, both for 
the city and county. It was founded by Dr. Alured 
Clark, Dean of Exeter, and the firft ftone was laid the 
27th Auguft, 1741, by him, accompanied by the Bifhop 
and a great number or the neighbouring clergy, who 
were fubfcribers, befides fome thoufands of joyful fpec- 
tators. Such inftirutions are honourable to humanity. 
For charitable efforts to relieve human mifery, this 
ifland has long been famous; and may Britain continue 
for ever thus to be diftinguithed among the nations of 
the earth! 

Quitting Exeter, I reached Honiton, at the diflance of 
fifteen milcs, a pleafant town, being one long ftreet, in 
which are to be found many good houfes. In the midft 
of it, however, {tands a row of wretched and tottering 
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fhambles, which, were they fhouldered down, would 
heighten the beauty of the place. Through the town 
runs a fmall ftream of clear water, with a little fquare 
dipping place at every door. The firft ferge manu- 
faétory in Devonfhire was in this town ; but it 1s now 
employed in the manufacture of lace, which is made 
broader here than any Ww here elfe in England ; and of 
which great quantities are fent to London. A {peci- 
men of lace has been fhewn, the thread of which it was 
fabricated colt the manufacturer upwards of ninety 
guineas a pound at Antwerp ; alfo lady’s veils are made 
and fold from fen to feventy guinces. A dreadful 
fire happened here 7747, by which three-fourths of 
the town were confumed. By this, and fimilar ac- 
cidents, however, the place has beea e% entually bene- 
fitted; for the houfes which are rebuilt in the room of 
the old burldings, are faid to be neater in their appear- 
ance and more commodious to the inhabitants. 

The parifh church ftands moft pleafantly on an hill 
above the town, whither I had an agreeable waik ; the 
edifice prefented an antique appearance, and there were 
many tombs within the walls, which contained the 
bones of feveral perfons of diftin&tion. Around one of 
the pillars was entwined the following fentence—Pray 
for the foul of—the name was almoft obliterated. It had 
evidently been infcribed there in the days of Popery 
previous to the period of the Reformation. The c hurch- 
yard was crowded with graves ; 





























































































































and at the entrance of 
one of the fide doors, was thewn me the {pot where lay 
the remains of the Reverend Dr. IVs/Z:am Harris, (who 
died 1770) author of the Lives of the Stuarts. He re- 
fided in Honiton for many years, and fuftained a cha- 
racter of great refpectability. He publithed an Hifto- 
rical and Critical Account of the Life of James the 
Firft, of Charles the Firft, of Oliver Cromwell, of 
Hugh Peters, and of Charles the Second, in two vo- 
lumes. He began the Life of James the Second ; but 
the materials left behind him were too fcanty for pub- 


lication. 
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cation. I have! thus particularly enumerated his fe- 
reral publications, becaufe his Life of Charles the Se- 
cxd 1s omitted in the lift of his productions, with 
which we are furnifhed, in the late new edition of the 
Biographical Diétionary. Mr. Hollis was his munifi- 
cent patron, and has thus juftly charaéterifed his la- 
bours—** All his works have been well received, and 
thofe who differ from him in principle, ftill value him 
in point of induftry and faithfulneds.”’ 

This country church-yard feems to have been of 
that ruftic caft which might have infpired the mufe of 
aGray. In walking round it my eve was fixed on 
arow of graves, over which were railed refpeétively 
the graffy turf alone ; and on which the fetting fun 
fhone with fplendour. An objeé fo peculiar, called up 
jomy mind the lines of Beattie, my favourite poet— 

Let vanity adorn the marble tomb, 

With trophies, rhymes, and ’fcutcheons of renown, 
In the deep dungeon of fome gothic dome, 

Where night and-defolation ever frown. 

Mine be the breezy hill that fkirts the down, 

Where a green graffy turf is all I crave, 

With here and there a violet beftrown 

Fait by a brook or fountain’s murmuring wave, 

And many an evening fun thine {weetly on my grave! 

During my fhort ftay at Honiton, I had an opportu- 
nity of being prefent, one Sunday evening, at a meet- 
ing of itinerant Quakers. Curiofity drew together a 
vat crowd of people in the General Baptift place of 
worfhip, which was obligingly lent the Friezds for the 
surpofe. Two women and a man, from America, 
held forth on this occafion. One of the women fpoke 
well; indeed her countenance conciliated attention. 
Her features were marked by a pleafing folemnity, and 
her manner, though not entirely free from the ufual 
tone, was charaéterifed by a graceful fimplicity. The 
harangues of the two others were tedioufly long, and 
the audience difcovered manifeft figns of impatience 

long 





272 THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 





— 





long before the meeting came toaconclufion. The 
whole fcene convinced me that fuch crowded affemblies 
cannot leave behind them any very ferious impreffions, 
The Quakers are a reputable body of people ; but the 
fingularities of their fpeech, and the peculiar form of 
their habiliments, are unworthy of the good fenfe which 
they difcover on other fubjeéts. Their hatred of war, 
their inviolable love of peace, and their habits of induf 
trious economy, however, entitle them, in fpite of all 

their eccentricities, to the efteem of the community. 
At Honiton, the worthy niece of the late Dr. Wil- 
liam Harris thewed me a curious Latin book of herun. 
cle’s, printed in the time of the Proteétorate, and exe. 
cuted with great typographical beautv. It containeda 
moft extravagant panegyric on the character of Oliver 
Cromwell, and was decorated with a ftriking lkenefs 
of that celebrated man, on horfeback. The refemblance 
between the two Latin terms, O/svus, an olive tree, 
and Oliverus, Oliver, is the foundation of this very 
complimentary performance. Accordingly the frontif- 
piece exhibits a fine lofty ofive-iree, on the trunk of 
which, near the root, is infcribed in large letters O/:we- 
rus; and on its numerous branches, majeftically ftretche 
ing themfelves forth on either fide, are engraven the 
chief virtues which adorn humanity. ‘The author hav- 
ing informed us, at the commencement of the treatife, 
that by the trunk 1s meant OLIVER CROMWELL, a 
whole chapter is afligned to each of the virtues, thewing 
that they are a//,in their full plenitude, centered in 
this great man ; and that, therefore, he is entitled to 
univerfal admiration! This curiofiry convinced me, 
that an exceflive adulation of men in power, is by no 
means peculiar to monarchical governments. Nor mutt 
I omit to inform you, that a gentleman in this neigh- 
bourhood, at whole houfe I paffed a very agreeable day, 
favoured the company with a fight of fome beautiful 
foffils, in which the tafte of the feleétor was confpicu- 
ous. Several exquifite botanical fketches were alfo 
brought 
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brought out for infpeétion, by particular requeft. To 
ipenieete the beauties of nature is a moft laudable em- 
ploy ; tothe Supreme Author fuch an exercife of our 
powers is a tribute of praife, and to the contemplator of 
them it yields an heart-felt fatisfaétion. 

My friend having joined me at Honiton, we next day 
proceeded eighteen ‘miles onwards cowards Taunton, in 
the county of Somerfet. Taun TON, is a corruption 
the original name, Tione Town, or Tone Town, 
which ir derived from its fituation upor the banks of the 
twer Thone or Tone. It is 145 miles from London, 
has been termed the key of the Weft of England, and 
Cambden calls it one of the eyes of the county. It is 
charmingly fituated in one of the richeft vallies in the 
kingdom. The beauties of the vale of Taunton-Dean 
are every where known and admired. The town ite 
felf is pleafant, the ftreets are Spacious and handfome, 
and the lofty tower of St. Mary Magdalen, trikes the 
ye with grandeur and majefty. A caftle was built 
here by one of the Bithops of Winchefter, to the pre- 
tes of which fee this town and deanery belonged, even 
before the conqueft. It was a building of great extent ; 3 
andin the hall, which with the outward gate and porter’s 
lodge, are fill ftanding, are, for the ‘mot part, held 
theaflizes for the county. In Taunton a great many 
prfons are engaged in the manufactures of ferges, du- 
nys, fhalioons, and other woollen ftuffs, in the weaving 
dfwhich 1100 looms are faid to have been once em- 
ployed. The filk manufactory, however, now begins 
to Hourifh here, and muft contribute to its profperity. 
The town is indebted to the aétivity of Sir Benjamin 
Hammet, a native of this place, for many of its modern 
Improvements. 

Here are two parifh churches, and feveral refpeétable 
difenting places of worihip, a well endowed grammar- 
thool and aims houfes. The cleétion of members of 
parliament here is fingular; for every pot-walloper, 
that is, all who drefs theiz own victuals, are entitled “ 
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be ranked among the voters. Hence the inmates ot 
lodgers, on the eve of an eleétion, have each a fire in 
the ftreet at which they drefs viétuals publickly, let 
their votes fhould be called in queftion ! In the reignef 
William, the river Tone was made navigable for barge, 
from Taunton to Bridgewater. Of the rife, progrefs, 
and ftate of this town, Dr. Toulmin, in his hiftory o 
Taunton, has given much curious information. 

TAUNTON was the grand centre of the Duke of 
Monmouth’s Rebellion, in the reign of James the S- 
cond, for here he was proclaimed king, and a company 
of young girls, from ten to twelve years old, with chap. 
lets of flowers on their heads, prefented a Bible to hin 
on the occafion. As the exceffive punifhment of the 
infurgents is thought, by the Englifh hiftorians to have 
haftened the glorious Revolution of 5638 ; afew parti. 
culars may prove acceptable to the younger branches of 
your family. A juft hatred of tyranny, and a proper 
fenfe of the fuperior freedom we now enjoy, are amongt 
the beft legacies we can bequeath to a fucceeding ge 
neration. 

The Duke of Monmouth was the illegitimate fon of 
Charles the Second, and, of courfe, the nephew of 
James the Second. Having, for ftate reafuns, been 
exiled into Holland, he there formed a plan of invading 
this country in order to difplace ames, on account of 
his bigotted attachment to Popery. The chief pute 
port of the infurreétion, therefore, was to aid and {up 
port the Proteftant religion, which was thought to by 
at that period, not only endangered, but in a fair way 
of being deftroyed. 

The Duke of Monmouth landed at Lyme, June 1, 
18s, was proclaimed King at Taunton, the 2oth, and 
totally defeated at Sedgemore, near BRIDGEWATER, 
the sth of July, Thus terminated a rebellion rafhly 
undertaken and feebly conduéted. The unfortunate 
Duke fled from the field of battle, till his horfe funk 
under him—was found in a ditch with raw peafe in his 

pocket, 





—- 
— 


pocket 


when | 
He w: 
Hill th 
axe, 07 
necef: 
died Ja 
10 the 
ration 
Int 
fent di 
deling 
a brut 
blood. 
cruel | 
his /a 
feeling 
young 
who w 
pofite. 
titled 
which 
infamy 
related 
dated. 
tory of 
lars, w 
attach 
whofe , 
Was no 
dom ty 
human 
mercile 
himfelf 
tafion, 
in Eng 
Not bek 
diately 


THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 275 


ket, on which he had, for days, fubfifted; and, 
when feized by his enemies, burft into a flood of tears! 
He was carried to London, and beheaded on Tower 
Hillthe 15th of the fame month; five ftrokes of the 
axe, owing to the timidity of the executioner, being 
neceflary to the fevering of his head from his body. He 
died lamented by the Englith people, who followed him 
to the fcaffold with fentiments of the deepeft commife- 
ration. 

In the month of September, 1685, JEFFERIES was 
fent down into the Weft to try, or rather dutcher the 
delinquents; he was alfo accompanied by Colonel Kirke, 
abrutal officer, who vied with the judge in deeds of 
blood. His ruffian foldiers, he, in derifion of the 
cruel aéts they perpetrated, chriftened by the name of 
his /ambs ! A ftory is told of him which outrages the 
feelings of humanity. He, at this time, debauched a 
young lady, on the condition of faving her brother, 
who was a rebel, but whom he next morning hung op- 
polite 4er chamber window! Pomfret, in his poem en- 
titled Lu? and Cruelty, has told this ftory in ftrains 
which cannot fail of impreffing us with its unparalleled 
infamy. The ftory, I am aware, has been differently 
related, and therefore its truth fuppofed to be invali- 
dated. But Dr. Toulmin, in his Appendix to the Hif- 
tory of Taunton, has fo judicioufly ftated the particu- 
lars, with the obje€tions, that no doubt of its reality can 
attach itfelf to the unprejudiced mind. Rapin, indeed, 
whofe great merit is impartiality, remarks, that “ It 
was not poffible for the King to find in the whole king- 
dom two men more deftitute of religion, honour, and 
humanity ; Yefferzes and Kirke were two cruel and 
mercilefs tygers, that delighted in blood. Jefferies 
himfelf gloried in his barbarity, and boafted, on this oc- 
calion, that he had hung more men than all the judges 
in England fince William the Conqueror. Kirke was 
not behind Jefferies in cruelty and infolence. Imme- 
diately after the Duke of Monmouth’s defeat, being 
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fent to Taunton, he caufed nineteen perfons by his own 
authority, without any trial or procefs, and withow 
fuffering their wives or children to fpeak with them, 
to be hanged, with fifes piaying, drums beating, ang 
trumpets founding. In the fame town of Taunton 
alfo, Kirke having invited his officers to dinner, ordered 
thirty condemned perfons to be hanged, whilft ther 
were at table, namely, fez na health to the King, ser 
in a health to the Queen, and ¢ex in a health to Jeffe- 
ries!’ The author of the Veflern Martyrology, ob 
ferves that it looked as if Jefferies, on this occafion, in 
tended to have raifed the price of halters ; and Grain- 
ger calls him a murderer in the robes of a Lord Chief 
Juftice, fteeping his ermine in blood ! 

At Winchefter, the venerable Lady Lifle was tried 
for harbouring one of the Duke’s party, though hs 
name was in no proclamation. ‘The jury brought her 
in not guilty; but Jefferies fent them out in a great 
fury, they found her not guilty three times ; but the 
judge threatening them with an attaint of jury, the wa 
brought in guilty, and executed, though upwards d 
feventy years of age! The only favour granted wa, 
that the fentence of burning was changed into behead- 
ing. A gentleman alfo of refpeétability, was con 
demned to be whipt once a year during his life through 
all the towns in Dorfetthire ; the poor man petitioned 
the King to be hanged; and his Majefty, firuck with 
the requeft, pardoned him. This gentleman afterwarts 
lived to vifit Jefferies in the tower, when, upbraiding 
him with his cruelty, the infamous judge’s only reply 
was, that he had not exceeded his commiffion ! Buti 
ftances of barbarity are without number. 

The failure of this expedition of the Duke of Mon 
mouth, is afcribed by hiftorians toavariety of caufes. Some 
attribute it to the departure of Fletcher of Saltom,i 
very able man, who afterwards accompanied WILL. 
AM ; others declare that the Duke was betrayed by bis 
own general, Lord Grey, a worthlefs smignetit 

purchalee 





purc 
laid v 
true ¢ 
men, 
abhor 
imme 


that f 

“ 
gyma 
or the 
better 
fuch 4 
Darba 
throu, 
any o 
worle 
never 
to wa 
RIES 
fuch < 
He ot 
to the 
fome 
in the 
ly car 
quart 
vered 
in tha 
ve lik. 
8 HE, 
Spark | 


Vo 


tried 
h his 
t her 
great 
t the 
e WS 
ds of 
Was, 
head. 
COs 
‘ough 
ioned 
with 


ton, a 
ILLI. 
by his 
who 
hated 


THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 





urchafed his life on the occafion, but a few years after 
laid violent hands on himfelf. But whatever be the 
true caufe, the cruelties exercifed on the unfortunate 
men, produced in the minds of Britons an univerfal 
abhorrence of thofe agents by whofe either remote or 
immediate influence they were perpetrated. Let us 
now, however, attend to JEFFERIES, whofe name 
will not be fpeedily forgotten in that part of the ifland. 
[have lately met with two old books which contain 
anaccount of this dreadful bufinefs juft after it had hap- 
pened. A paffage out of each fhall be here tranferibed, 
forthe expreffions indeed glow with an eloquent re- 
fentment. ‘They both relate to JEFF ERIES, and fhew 
that he was held in utter deteftation. 
“ Had the great Turk,” fays Mr. Turner, a cler- 
gyman of the church of J ingland, ‘‘ fent his janifaries, 
orthe Tartar his armies among them, wd had efcaped 
better. Humanity could not offend fo far, to deferve 
fuch punifhment as JEFFERIES infli€ted. A certain 
barbarous joy and pleafure grinned from his brutal foul 
through his bloody eyes, whenever he was lentencing 
any of the poor fouls to death and torment, fo muc h 
worfe than NERO, fince that monfter withed he had 
never learnt to write, becaufe forced to tet his name 
to warrants for the execution of malefactors. JuPrFe- 
Rigs would have been glad if every letter he writ were 
fuch a warrant, and’ every word a fentence of death. 
He obferved neither humanity to the dead nor civility 
to the living. He made the WEST an ACELDEMA, 
fome places quite depopulated, and nothing to be feen 
in them but forfaken walls, unluc ky gibbets, and ghoft- 
lycarcafes. The trees were laden almoft as thick with 
quarters as with leaves. The houfes and fteeples co- 
vered as clofe with heads, as at other times frequently 
in that country with crows or ravens. Nothing could 
v¢ liker Hed/ than thefe parts, nothing fo like the Devil 
® HE. Caldrons hifling, carcafes boiling, pitch and tar 
fparkling and glowing, blood and limbs boiling, and 
Vou. VILL. Aa tearing 
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tearing and mangling, and HE the great DIRECTOR of 
all. In a word, difcharging Avs place who fent him; 
the moft deferving tobe the late king’s chief juftice there, 
and chancellor of any man that breathed fince Cain o 
JupAs.’ 

To render this paffage the more intelligible, it thould 
be remarked, that the bodies of thefe viétims having 
been firft decapitated and embowelled, were boiled 
in cauldrons of pitch and tar, in order to decorate the 
gibbets, which the barbarians were at that time bufily 
ere€ting in almoft every part of the country. The 
limbs of a beloved parent, an affeétionate brother, 
or of a dutiful fon, were thus expofed on the high roads, 
at meafured diftances, exciting at once emotions of hor. 
ror and indignation in the breaft of the paffing tra 
veller. 

The other paragraph is poetry, but the lines are 
not lefs full and expreflive. They are fuppofed to 
have been written in the fhades, and are addreffed w 
JEFFERIES. 

And fee, if terror has not flruck thee blind, 

Sce here along a ghaitly train behind! 

Far, far from utmoft Wrst they crowd away, 
And hovering o’er fright back the fickly day. 
Had the poor wretches /rzn’d as muchas thee, 
Thou thouldi& not have forgot humanity : 
Whoe’er in blood can fo much pleafure take, 
Tho’ an ill judge, would a good hangman make. 
Each hollows in thy ears—Prepare ! prepare! 
For what thou muji—yet what thou canff not bear, 
Each at thy heart a bloody dagger aims, 
Upwards to gibbets points, downward toendlefs flames! 


Thefe paffages, it muft be remembered, were writ: 
ten about the very time thefe favage tranfaétions took 
place, and this can be the only apology for the fevere 
refentment by which they ftand charaéterized. 

The f rtitude with which thefe unhappy men died, 
reminded the fpeétators of the martyrs who joyfully es 
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pired amidft aggravated torments in the firft ages of 
chriftianity.< It is alfo remarkable, that the moft emi- 
nent of the {ufferers foretold with their laft breath the 
termination of this violent and bloody bufinefs in the 
glorious Revolution. For, let it be recolleéted, that 
this horrible tragedy took place in 1685, and upon the 
arrival of our illuftrious WILLIAM in 1688, the prin- 
cipal authors of it were fcattered to the ends of the 
earth! 

It is moderately computed, that for this Rebellion of 
about four weeks, three hundred and thirty-one were 
hanged in different parts of Somerfet, Dorfet, and Devon; 
tight hundred and fifty were fold for flaves to his majefty’s 
plantations in Amcrica, and four hundred and eight were 
fined, whipped, confined in prifon till either death or 
the revolution releafed them. Others have eftimated, 
that the whole of thofe that died on this occafion, either 
in battle or in prifon, or by the hands of the execu- 
tioner, together with thofe that otherwife fuffered in 
their perfons or fortunes, amounted to more than TWO 
THOUSAND! ‘The Appendix of Dr. Toulmin’s valu- 
able Hiftury of Taunton, contains a very interefting 
fketch of this infurreétion and of thofe agonizing fcenes 
with which it was fucceeded *, 

JEFFERIES, upon his return from the Wefi, was 
made Lord Chancellor of England, and honoured with 
every {pecies of courtly approbation. In the new edi- 
tion of the Biographical Diétionary is to be found the 
following fketch of the life of this monfter. 1 fhall ine 


* Daniel De Foe was engaged in this rebellion, and efcaped. 
Milton alfo, a few years before, at the Reftoration, freed him- 
felf from the danger of an execution by concealment. It is 
therefore remarkable, that the authors of Robinfon Crufoe, and 
of Paradife Loft fhould have been thus expofed to fuch immi- 
nent danger in the caufe of liberty, and furviving it, fhould 
have written two of the moft curious, entertaining, and in- 
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troduce it here, becaufe it imparts a juft idea of the 
man, and contains at leaft oxe good trait for the faked 
humanity. 

Lorp GEORGE JEFFERIES, Baron Weem, con. 
monly known by the name of Judge Jefferies, was the 
fixth fon of John Jefferies, Efg. of Adéton, in Den. 
bighfhire. He was educated at Weftminfter School, 
where he became a good proficient in the learned lan. 
guages, and was thence removed to the Inner Temple, 
where he applied himfelf very affiduoufly to the law, 
His father’s tamily was large, and his temper parfimos 
nious, confequently the young man’s allowance was 
very fcanty, and hardly fufficient to fupport him de. 
cently, but his own ingenuity fupplied all deficiencies 
till he came to the bar, in which, as is affirmed by 
fome, he had no regular call. In 1666, he was a 
the affizes ar Kingfton, where very few counfellors 
attended, on account of the plague then raging. Here 
neceflity gave him permiffion to put on a gown, and to 
plead, and he continued the praétice unreftrained till he 
reached the higheft employinents in the law. Alder. 
man Jefferies, anamefake, and probably a relation, in- 
troduced him among the citizens; and, being a jovial 
bottle companion, he became very popular amongf 
them, came into great bufinets, and was chofen thei 
recorder. His influence i in the city, and his readinefi 
to promoie any meafures without reserve, introduced 
him to court, and he was appointed the Duke of York's 
Solicitor. 

He was very aétive in the Duke’s intereft, and care 
ried through a caufe which was of very great confe- 
quence to his revenue : it was for the right of the Pen- 
ny-Poft Office. He was firft made a judge in his na- 
tive country, and in 1680 was knighted, and made 
chief juftice of Chefter.. When the parliament began 
the profecution of the abhorrers, os refigned the recor- 
derthip, and obtained the place of Chiet Juftice of the 
King’s Bench, and foon after the acceflion of James 
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the Second, the great feal. He was one of the greateft 
advifers and promoters of all the oppreffive and arbi- 
trary meafures of that unhappy and tyrannical reign, 
and his fanguinary and inhuman proceedings againft 
Monmouth’s miferable adherents in the Weft, wv// 
ever render his name INFAMOUS. There is, however, 
afingular ftory of him in this expedition, which tends 
to his credit, as, it fhews that when he was not un- 
der ftate influence, he had a proper fenfe of the na- 
tural and civil rights of men, and an inclination to 
rotect them. The mayor, aldermen, and juftices of 
riftol, had been ufed to tranfport conviéted criminals 
tothe American Plantations, and fell them by way of 
trade; and, finding the commodity turn to a good ac- 
count, they contrived a method to make it more plen- 
tiful. Their legal conviéts were but few, and the ex- 
portation inconfiderable. When, therefore, any petty 
rogues and pilferers were brought before them in a 
judicial capacity, they were fure to be terribly threat- 
ened with hanging; and they had fome very diligent 
officers attending, who would advife the ignorant in- 
timidated creatures to pray for tranfportation, as the 
only way to fave them, and in general by fome means 
or other the advice was followed. Then, without any 
more form, each alderman in courfe took one and fold 
him for his own benefit, and fometimes warm difputes 
arofe amongft them about the next turn. This trade 
had been carried on unnoticed many years, when it 
came to the knowledge of the Lord Chief Juftice ; 
who, finding upon enquiry,,that the mayor was equally 
involved in the guilt of this ourrageous practice with 
the reft of his brethren, made him defcend from the 
bench, where he was fitting, and ftand at the bar in his 
feariet and furs, and plead as a common criminal. He 
then took fecurity of them to anfwer informations, but 
the amnefty after the Revolution fiopt the proceedings, 

and fecured their iniquitcus gains. 
Aa 3 North, 
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North, who (in his Lives of the Lord Chancellors) 
informs us of this circumftance, tells us likewife, tha 
when Jefferies was in temper, and matters indifferent 
came be‘ore him, no one better became a feat of juttice, 
He talked fluently and with fpirit, but his weaknef 
was, that he could not reprehend without {colding, and 
in fuch Billingfgate language as fhould not come from 
the mouth of any man. He called it “ giving a lick 
with the rough fide of his tongue.’’ It was ordinary 
to hear him fay—‘ Go, you area filthy, loufy, nitty 
rafcal,’’ with much more of like elegance. He tooka 
pleafure in mortifying fraudulent attornies. His voice 
and vifage made him a terror to real offenders, and 
formidable indeed to all. A fcrivener of Wapping 
having a caufe before him, one of the opponent’s coun. 
fel faid, that “* he was a ftrange fellow, and fometimes 
went to church, fometimes to conventicles, and none 
could tell what to make of him, and it was thought he 
was a Trimmer!’ “Atthis the chancellor fired: “ A 
Trimmer !’ faid he. ‘* I have heard much of tha 
montter, but never faw one :—Come forth, Mr. Trim. 
mer, and let me fee your fhape.’’ He treated the 
poor fellow fo roughly, that when he came out of the 
hall he declared, he would not undergo the terror 
of that man’s face again to fave his life, and he thould 
certainly retain the frightful impreffions of it as long a 
he lived.”’ 

“« Afterwards, when the Prince of Orange came, and 
all was in confufion, JEFFERIES being very obnoxi- 
ous to the people, difguifed himfelf in order to go 
abroad. He was in a feaman’s drefs, and drinking 
apotinacellar. The fcriviner, whom he had fo fe 
verely handled, happening to come into the cellar after 
fome of his clients, his eye caught that face which 
made him ftart; when the chancellor, feeing himfelf 
obferved, feigned a cough, and turned to the wall 
with the pot in his hand. But Mr. Trimmer went 
Qut, and gaye notice that he was there: the = ss 
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fantly rufhed in, feized him, and carried him before 
the lord mayor. Thence under a ftrong guard he 
was fent to the Lords of the Council, who committed 
him to the Tower, where he died April 18, 1639, and 
was buried privately the Sunday night following.”’ 

It was generally fuppofed, that Jefferies died of his 
bruifes which he received at the time of his feizure ; 
and many regretted that he was not dragged forth, fent 
down into the Weft, and there fubjected to the igno- 
miny of a public execution. The new government, 
however, was moft probably glad to get rid of him and 
his affociates in any manner. 

During his confinement in the Tower, Mr. Pennant 
fays, that a barrel of Coicheiter oyfters was conveyed to 
him; which opening with joy, thinking it to be fent 
by fome friend, he difcovered an halter curioufly wound 
up, and reproaching him with his cruelty. Indeed, few 
mortals have ever quitted this fate of being fo deeply 
laden with the execrations of mankind. What became 
of his coadjutor Kirk is not known. Wiliam em- 
ployed this wretch in relieving the feige of London- 
derry, which he very indifferently effeéted, and for 
which Bithop Burnet cenfures him in the Hiftory of his 
own Times. I have fearched in vain for any traces of 
his exit in the pages of Englifh hiftory. 

It is remarkable, that Je FFERIES fucceeded a per- 
fon in the office of Lord Chief Juftice equally con- 
temptible with himf{cif. This character was Sir Ed- 
ward Saunders, of whom the following curious Sketch 
is given in Grainger’s Biographical Hittory. 

“ Sir Edward Saunders was originally a ftrolling 
beggar about the ftreets, without either known parents 
or relations. He came often to beg fcrapsat Clement's 
Inn, where he was taken notice of for his uncommon 
fprightlinefs ; and as he expreffed a ftrong inclination 
to learn to write, one of the attornies clerks taugiit 
him, and foon qualified him for a hackney writer. He 
took all opportunities of improving himf{clf by rents 
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fuch books as he borrowed of his friends, and in the 
courfe of a few years became an able attorney, anda 
very eminent countellor. His practice in the Court of 
King’s Bench was exceeded by none; his art and cum. 
ning were equal to his knowledge, and he carried many 
a caufe by /aying of fnares. If he was deteéted, he was 
never out of countenance, but evaded the matter with 
a jeft, which he had always at hand. He was much 
employed by the king againft the city of London inthe 
bufinefs of the quo warranto. His perfon was as 
heavy and as ungainly as his wit was alertand {prightly, 
He 1s faid to have been a mere lump of morbid feh: 
the fmell of him was fo offenfive, that people ufually 
held their nofes when he came intothe court. One of 
his jefts on this occafion was, that none could fay he 
wanted :ffue, for he had no lefs than nine in his back!” 

Such was the predeceffor of JEFFERIES, and they 
were worthy of being coupled together: 


Par nobile Fratrum ! 


Before I clofe this melancholy account of Jerrt- 
RIE’s campaign in the Weft (this was the appellation 
whiclt Yames jocularly beftowed upon it), it may be 
obferved, that it 1s almoft impoffible to vifit the charming 
town of TAUNTON and its environs without calling up 
thofe enormities to the mind, though they were perpe- 
trated at the diftance of upwards of a century. Nor 
am J fingular in thefe my impreffions. A modern Poet, 
diftinguifhed for the juftnefs of his tafte, and the deli- 
cacy of his feelings, has juft publifhed the following in- 
{cription, the purport of which is to imprefs fimilar fen- 
timents on the mind. 


FOR A MONUMENT AT TAUNTON, 


By Robert Southey. 


They perifh’d here whom JeFFerRies doom’d to death, 
In mockery of all juftice, when he came, 
The bloody judge, the minien of his king 

Sa &*) 6 
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Commiflion’d to deftroy. They perifh’d here 

The victims of that judge and of that king, 

In mockery of all juftice perifh’d here 

Unheard! but not unpitied, nor of God 

Unfeen, the innocent fuffered. Not in vain 

The innocent blood cried vengeance! for they rofe 
At length, they rofe the people in their power 
Refiftiefs. Then in vain that bloody judge 
Difguifed, fought flight. Not always is the Lord 
Slow to revenge! A miferable man, 

He fell beneath the people’s rage, and ftill 

The children curfe his memory. From his throne, 
The fullen bigot who commiflion’d him, 

The tyrant James was driven. . He lived to drag 
Long years of fruftrate hope, he lived to load 

More blood upon his foul. Let tell the Boyne, 
Let Londonderry tell his guilt and fhame, 

And that immortal day when on thy fhores, 

La Hogue, the purple ocean dafh’d the dead *, 


From this curfory furvey of Monmouth’s rebellion, 
both Rulersand People may learn leffons of wifdom. Nei- 
ther heaven nor earth, indeed, could fuffer fuch unpa- 
ralleled barbarities to pafs long unpunifhed. Taree 
years only was the deftined period of impunity. Vioe 
lence of every kind defeats even its own favourite pur 
pofes. The paffions of the multitude are to be foothed 
rather than inflamed. There isa point, beyond whicls 
the preffure of mifery cannot be borne. Wife, there- 
fore, are thofe legiflators who, ever attentive to the 
wants and grievances of the community, are defirous 
of eftablifhing upon the broad bafis of equity that fa- 


* The battle of the Boyne, the fiege of Londonderry, and 
the fight of La Hogue, off the coaft of France, to which Mr. 
Southey here alludes, were fignal defeats which ames re- 
ceived, and by which /i//iam was firmly eftablifhed on the 
throne of Great Britain. The above beautiful lines were ta- 
ken from the Anthology for 1799, a collection of poems of 
confiderable merit by different hands, and ona pleafing variety 
of fubjec&t a 
lutary 
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lutary authority which degenerates not into oppreffion, 
and that rational liberty which is far removed from 
licentioufnefs. Thankful for our prefent privileges, i 
is the incumbent duty of all ranks amongft us to lay 
afide inveterate prejudices, to feek unremittingly the 
interefts of our country, and to clafp each other in the 
bands of love and amity. Far diflant from the thore 
of Britain be the torch of civil difcord, and may he 
continue to be the abode of harmony and peace to the 
lateft generations. That incomparable Biographer, Mr. 
Rofcoe, has in his Lorenzo De Medicis, laid down this 
golden Maxim, ‘ No end can juftify the facrifice of a 
principle ; nor was a CRIME ever zeceffary in the courle 
of human affairs. The fudden burft of vindiétive paflion 
may fometimes operate important-confequences on the 
fate of nations, but the event is feldom within the limits 
of human calculation. It is only the calm energy of rea 
fon conftantly bearing up againft the encroachments of 
power, that can with certainty perpetuate the freedom, 
or promote the happinefs of the human race ?”’ 

I thall trouble you with only one Epiftle more, in 
which will be included Bridgewater, Glaffonbury, Wells, 
Frome, Stonehenge, and Salifoury. Should thefe my 
rough and hafty Sketches of an interefting journey im- 
part any degree of entertainment or inftruétion, the 
refleétion will gratify 

Yours, refpeétfully, 








THE DRAMA, 


DRURY-LANE. 


Nov. 16, HE Pavilion, a new opera, was pets 
formed here this evening, but with 
doultful approbation. An edifice in the garden of the 
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Caliph of Bagdad, gives name to the piece, being the 
feene where the plot is laid. The whole is enriched 
with beautiful fcenery and fplendid decorations. ‘The 
fable is taken from the Perfian Tales, but it is entitled 
tono great praife. ‘The mufic is to be admired for its 
tone and variety. Mr. Kelly, Mrs. Crouch, Mrs. 
Bland, and Mifs De Camp exerted themfelves with 
fuccefs. The company was large and elegant ; the piece 
was received witha mixture of approbation and difap- 
probation. It is difficult to determine which prepon- 
derated. Its fate, however, will be foon afcertained. 





a 


COVENT GARDEN. 


Nov. 1. A new comedy, called MANAGEMENT, 
from the prolific pen of REYNOLDs, was brought for- 
ward this evening, of which the following were the 


DRAMATIS PERSONS, 


Captain Lavifh . . 2. « « Mr. Lewis 

Sir Harvey Sutherland . . . Mr. Pope 
Miftthe Manager . . « . Mr. Faweeit 
wee}. & ‘ele « ; Mr. Munden 
Pe ae ee oe a Mr. Farley 
Geofrey 2 1. 5 + Mr. Davenport 
Stopgap . . . . Mr. Simmons 


Juliana Sutherland , Mrs. Pope 
Mrs.Dazzle . . . . . « » Mrs. Davenport 
Chambermaid . . . ~ . © Mrs. Lefence. 


The unhappinefs of marriage is the bafis of this play, 
and therefore prefents us with a fufficient variety of 
incidents. Sir Harvey Sutherland, is a diffipated cha- 
racter—ufes his wife extremely ill, which eventually 
occafions her death. He goes abroad, leaves behind 
him a daughter, who is badly treated by her relation, 
Mrs. Dazzle. Suiherland, however, returns, ls angry 

with 
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with his daughter for commiferating the fate of he 
mother ; but they are prevented from coming to a 
explanation, and this is the chief management of the 
play. It is eafily feen, therefore, that fuch a ploti 
capable of great variation, and the curiofity is both duly 
heightened and gratified. It is difficult to form a ju} 
idea of the fable, without beholding with our own eye, 
the particular mode by which it is planned and accom. 
plifhed. 

Miff is the manager of a ftrolling company, and 4). 
trade is a {windier of a vile defcription. They are both 
well depiéted, and Fus/iana, the daughter of Suiher. 
and, isa charaéter which interetis and pleafes the {pec. 
tator. 

Pope, Fawcett, and Lewis, exerted themfelves with 
fuccefs ; nor were Mrs. Pope and Mrs. Davenport \eb 
ftrenuous in the performance of their parts. 

Lewis, in Captain Lavifh, exhibited a young man of 
fafhion, profefling and boafting of his economy, and re 
curring to that principle for arguments to juftify a fe- 
ries of aéts of the-moft unbounded prodigality. Thus 
he confidered it the cheapeft method always to travel 
with four horfes, as he came fooner to his deftination, 
and had lefs occafion to ftop frequently on the road. 

Mift, the manager, abounded with witticifms, and 
with the following curious declaration the houfe was 
much delighted: ** That he always made it a point to 
get drunk whenever there was a thin houte, becaufe he 
then /aw double ! 

The houfe was crowded with the better fort of com. 
pany, and the piece, though not faultlefs, was received 
throughout with almoft unanimous approbation. 
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PARNASSIAN GARLAND, 


FOR NOVEMBER, 1799. 








GORTHMUND. 


ONS of battle! fee the dewdrops 
“¢ Glitter in the thiftle’s beard ; 
*% Phoebus fhakes his golden treffes, 
“ O’er the mifty heights of Sweard. 


* Sons of battle! dangers threaten ; 
“¢ Short the refpite fleep affords— 

“ Quit, O quit your moffy couches, 
‘« Haften to the ftrife of {words. 


“ Furious as the waves of Severn, 
“‘ Lo the Mercians prefs around! ° 

“ Grafp your javelins, ftrike your bucklers, 
“ Soon the foe fhall bite the ground. 


“ Ere the ftar of ev’ning glimmer, 

“¢ Proudly great fhall* Reafan foar; 
$6 Ceas’d the confli€t, Hela’s altar 

*¢ Shall be red with Saxon gore.” 


* Reafan, or the magic banner, contained the figure’of a 
nven, the fymbol of Hela, the God of Victory. Before a 
battle the Danes imagined they faw various movements 
inthis bird; if it clapped its wings, they thought their fuce 
cefs would be inevitable; but if it hung down its head, i® 
was a fure prefage of their defeat, The fyrapol of Woden, 
the Saxon god, was a dragon. 


Vor, VILLI. Bb 
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Hufh’d was the fong of bards. From tent to tent, 
Loud as‘the awful voice of thunder, ran 

An hollow murmur. Inftant at the call, 

Uprofe the Danifh hoft, and round their chief 
(Gorthmund, the fon of black-hair’d Ceowolf) 
Impatient throng’d..—Ter thoufand brazen helms 
Gave their majeftic plumage to the gale; 

Their lances, clufter’d like the grove of firs 

On Maindip’s top, fhone like the ftarry train, 
That filent o’er the dark-{tol’d brow of night 

In pathlefs orbits wheel. Amidft the van, 
Gorthmund, the mighty ruler, foremoft march’d; ‘ 
Tall as an oak in Arden’s foreft, flow 

As are the minutes of impatience, ftrong 

As mountains of the flain. In plates of fiecl 

His limbs were cas’d; a tow’ring cafque conceal’d 
His jetty ringlets ; on his vilage fat 

A frown of horror; his emblazon’d fhield 

Bore Hela’s facred fymbol; from his fide, 

By golden links attach’d, a falchion hung, 

Clotted with hoflile gore. The next in rank 
Was eagle-ey’d Ceaulin, he whofe fire, 

The great Lachollan, put to coward flight 
Meeric’s vatt hoft, what time the fun, enthron’d 
In noon-tide fplendor, on a fudden veil'd 

His glory ina robe of blood, and thades 

Of night hung brooding o’er the deathful plain. 
Others there were, inferior though in rank, 

In valour equal; Centwin of the hill, 

Swift as a falling meteor; ‘Tenyan ; 

Ceormund fternly terrible, who led 

A chofen band of archers to the fight ; 

Delward, the fon of Hubba, and Cathegor, 

Of the dark lake; heroes, whofe glorious acts 

€¢ Would afk an hundred tongues to celebrate.”” 

Thus marfhali’d, o’er Denania’s mifty vale 

The Danes their way purfue, then fudden hak, 
Whilft Gorthmund thus addrefs’d his brave compecis: 
& Ye fcowling warriors, whofe big bofoms pant 

“ For the ftrong toil of battle! See ye not 

© A dark cloud louring o’er yon mountain’s brow ! 
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« At noon a tempeft will burft forth, and rain 

“ In {welling torrents fall. . Yes, gallant Dares! 

“A ftorm will rage, but a loud ftorm of war; 

“A fhower prone rufhing, but a fhower of blood : 

‘“ For o’er yon heights the mighty Segowald 

“¢ Approaches with his {warming legions, bred 

“ In Mercia’s fruitful plains, and Sigebert 

“ On the right wing leads forth the Weffex bands. 

“ But be ye not difmay’d; here let us halt, 

“ Screen’d by this tufted wood, and wait th’ attack; 

“ The god of vidt’ry {miles upon our arms— 

® Thrice hath the raven clapp’d his gloffy wings ; 

“ Thrice fince this morn arofe.’’ Here ceas’d the chief: 

Meanwhile the van of Segowald’s firm troops, 

Exulting reach’d the plain below; and now 

In banner’d pomp the rampant dragon fhone, 

Full on the adverfe hoft. Ah! beauteous fcene, 

How foon to clofe! Already his pale horfe 

Hath death beftrode ; the filver fhields are ftruck ; 

Loud twang’d the Mercian bows—inftant the Danes 

Return’d the charge, and fhowers of miffile fpears 

Hurtled aloft. Now fhield to fhield they fought— 

High rofe the mounts of flain; Ceaulin rag’d 

Like the gaunt wolf; down from his fiifur’d helin 

Spouted the life-blood, and ere long he fell 

By Egward’s weli-aim’d falchion; cleft in twain. 

Cathegor fought the manfion of his fires. 

Fierce grew the confli&. Delward’s {weeping arm 

Hew’d many a Saxon down. Gorthmund, meanwhile, 

Wades through a purple flood to where the king 

Of Mercia, panting, cuta lane of death, 

And ftrikes his reeking javelin through the heart 

Of Segowald—he, ftagg’ring, groan’d, and died. 

But, hark, the fhout of conquett ! Lo, they fly ! 

The Saxons fly, and Gorthmund rafh purfues 

The daftard fugitives ; recklefs he, how foon 

The fate of Segowald will be his own ! 

For ah! a whizzing fhaft too well perform’d 

Its errand, and transfix’d his brawny chett. 

Stunn’d he recoil’d—the mifty thades of death 
Bbz 
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Floating before his eyes—and with a {mile 
Gave up the ghoft ! 
A faithful band of Danes 
Their pointed bucklers o’er the breathlefs corfe 
Sufpended, whilft the minftrels from their harps, 
Deep ton’d, pour’d forth this plaintive dirge. * Behold, 
*¢ Spirit of death, thy victory! Behold, 
“¢ Fit inmate for the yawning grave ; 
“Lo! welt’ring in the duft, and cold, 
s¢ The braveft of the brave! 
*¢ Gorthmund ! inglorious lies 
“ Thy plume, that rivall’d erft the dazzling fnow; 
S¢ Clos’d are thofe eyes, 
‘¢ That erft flafh’d terror on the foe; 
« And crufh’d the finewy arm, that laid the mighty 
“ low ! ‘ 
*¢ Never more along the mountains 
“ Shalt thou chafe the tufked boar ; 
“ Never fhall thy glitt’ring anlace 
“ Drink the brindled leopard’s gore. 
*¢ Oft fume belated hunter, wand’ring near 
*¢ The hallow’d precinéts of thy tomb, 
6¢ (What time the weftern promontory 
“ Is ting’d with eve’s departing glory.) 
“ Bending in penfive fadnefs o’er his f{pear, 
*¢ Shall mufe on thee, whofe afhes reft beneath 
*¢ The grafly turf, whilft through the deepening gloom 
“ The waving cyprefs boughs, funereal horrors breathe" 


Lynn, Sept. 1799. W. CASE, JUN. 
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LINES ON AUTUMN. 


ALMY zephyrs now are fled, 
Saffron leaves the groves befpread, 

Cold the gales at morn and eve, 
Tempetts fierce old ocean heave, 
Nature’s face is dark and drear, 
Humid is the atmofphere, 

Faintly is the land{cape feen, 

Veil’d by fogs that intervene, 

Unenamell’d 
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Unenamell’d are the fields, 
Odours fweet no flower yields, 
Forefts, half difrob’d appear, 
Emblems of the dying year— 
Hawthorn hedge-rows give delight, 
Deck’d with berries red and bright, 
Round the elms and oaks fublime, 
Yet the blooming-woodbines climb, 
Ivy on her mould’ring tow’rs, 
Lovely brooks adarn’d with fowr’s— 
Brown the furrow’d fields we view, 
Late where waving harvefts grew, 
’Neath the briftly itubble low 
Clover grafs begins to grow, 
Mountain torrents foaming fall, 
Vapours in the vallies crawl. 

treams that noifeleis wont to glide, 
Spread theiy {wollen waters wide, 
Dark and cheerlefs is the day, 
Skies undeck’d with azure gay— 
Deign, O fun! to cheer the fcene, 
Now illume the tufted green ; 

‘ling thy rays, O fling them wide, 
On the vale and mountain's fide, 
Let me view its fummit high, 
Tow’ring to the lofty fky, 
Crown’d with woods and fplendid feats, 
Where the wealthy cit retreats, 
On its graffy flopes furvey 
Browzing theep and lambkins gay, 
Peafants whiftling at their toil, 
Ploughing up the fallow foil, 
Thefe the charms that flow from thee, 
Never then be hid from me. 
“* Crowded cities’? now allure, 
Fraught, although, with fumes impure ; 
Gay affemblies, concerts grand, 
Plays, with jov, the heart expand ; 
Pleafure’s wand, with magic pow’, 
Blifs imparts to ev’ry hour, 
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Blazing hearth’s fociety, 
Sparkling wine and harmony ; 
Banith forrow, care, and ftrife, 
Give felicity to life. 

Then at AUTUMN why repine, 
It can give us joys divine, 
Morals fit, as forceful teach, 


As the grave divines that preach g 
Ripen’d fruit, that hang on high, 
Teach that ev’ry thing muft die; 


Soon they bloffom, foon decay, 
We like them fhall die away ; 


Chequer’d tkies and changeful air 


Shew that perfect blifs is rare ; 
Man, viciflitude muft know, 
While he grovels here below ; 


Leffons thefe, fage AUTUMN, give, 
Hail ! then autumn, honor’d live. 







O tell, my dear Mary, the whole of my grief, 
An arduous tafk would appear; 
But forrow on earth, oh! how often our gueft ! 


RITE CAT. 


7 ene 


ELEANOR, 


TO A FRIEND, ON THE DEATH OFA FAYVO- 


And how fhort-liv’d our happinefs here ! 


But whence, my dear Charlotte, this fudden complaint, 
Methought you was happy and gay ; 

With your own little room fitted up in fuch ftrain, 
That nought could your comfort allay, 


Indeed, my dear Mary, I thought fo myfelf, 
And much comfort and blifs did enjoy ; 


How precarious our comfort, how hort liv’d our blifs, 


Which death, cruel death, can deftroy ! 


You know, my dear Mary, what love and efteem 


I felt for my poor little cat ; 
Then, furely, a trifle ’twill not to you feem, 


Nor think fhe can foon be forgot. 


l 
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On Wednefday the ficken’d, I griev’d and was fad, 
To nurfe her, in vain L effay’d ; 
For ftill the grew worfe, and on Sunday fo bad, 
For her death I moft ardently pray’d. 








Death came to her aid, and her breath fhe refign’d, 
And left me her aid to deplore; 

For oh! fhe was beautiful, gentle, and kind, 
But now I muft fee her no more. 


At the end of the garden we made her a grave, 
And with lilacs entwin’d it around; 
Where, free from all trouble and grief fhe is laid, 
And refteth within the cold ground. 
c. B, 


i SR 


THE WISH. 
| arcane Gods, my prayers befriend, 
e 


And to a fuppliant maid attend ; 

t not my days pafs calm and ftill, 
But chequer them with good and ill; 
And let my life for ever be, 

A mixture of variety ; 

For when misfortune well I know, 

I then fhall feel for others’ woe. 
Join’d to courage, knowledge, truth, 
Let honett virtue crown my youth ; 
Give me that pride which will be free, 
And fcorns to crouch to tyranny; 

My cheek ne’er know the bluth of fhame, 
And add to this a well-earn’d fame ! 
Oh! grant, ye gods, it be my lot, 
That when I’m dead I’m not forgot ; 
My firit great with is glorious fame! 
Let future ages know my name ! 

To crown the whole, ye gods above ! 
Let me not know what ’ss to love / 
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THE HUSBANDMAN. 


Yy" pamper’d great, who proudly ride 

In gilded coaches, as ye glide 

mong the vulgar crew ; 

Scorn not the man who tills the fields, 

Who reaps the fruits which autumn yields, 
That man’s as good as you. 


Tho’ fortune adverfe, for his home 
Has rais’d in ftate no fplendid dome, 
Nor fpread upon his board 
Delicious dainties—and his name, 
Unblazon’d in the roils of fame, 
Is ftill among the crowd; 


Yet calm content around his head, 

Will {till her genial influence fhed, 
He envies not your lot; 

When day declining, night returns, 
And on his hearth one faggot burns, 
He haftens to his cot. 


His infants, {portive round the fire, 
In lifping accents greet their fire, 
(While each alike’s his care) ; 
With wanton gamb’lings ftrive to pleafe, 
And eager climb his honour’d knees, 
The envied kifs to fhare: 
The greeting o’er—to reft he goes, 
Ambition breaks not his repofe, 
Nor robs his foul of reft ; 
For envy, hate, corroding care, 
The dire effects of fell defpair, 
Are ftrangers to his breaft. 


Can all your wealth—can all your pow’r, 
Thofe glitt’ring playthings of an hour, 
Bring happinefs like this ? 
Can pompous titles and eftates, 
The fleeting gifts of blinded fates, 
Be reckon’d equal blifs ? 
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No! hence ye vain delufive toys, 
Ye poor, fantaftic, fhort-liv’d joys, 
Give me a con{cience pure ; 
Give me a mind content, ferene, 
No cloud of guilt to intervene, 
My joys will {till endure. 


Ee 


VERNAL BEAUTIES, 
OR 


RURAL FELICITY. 


HE little warblers of the fpring 
Their fweet melodious accents raife; 
They make the hills and dales to ring, 
In warbling out their Maker’s praife. 
The black-bird, wood-lark, and the thrufhy 
Unite with thofe of feebler voice ; 
Whoie chaunts refound from bufh to bufh, 
To route all nature to rejoice ; 


Whilft nature feems to hear tne found, 

Flowers, herbs, fhrubs, trees, put forth their heads; 
To afk what have you, warblers, found 

To make you fing; is winter fled? 


“ Sweet yes,’”’ the nightingale replies ; 
6 For I’m the harbinger of {pring ; 
And tu confirm the fame,’’ fhe cries, 
“ Hark! don’t you hear yon cuckoo fing 


Oh, joyful found! with one accord 
They all embrace their welcome gueft ; 
Creation, and its earthly lord, 
With fecond paradife are bleft, 
Ruckings, Kent, JOHN FRANCIS. 
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VERSES 
WROTE ON A CALM SUMMER’S EVENING, 


IDE o’er the farther weft the trembling beam 
Sheds on departing day its latent gleam ; 
Now flow and folemn, filver clad on high, 
The young moon lifts her crefcent in the fky ; 
Around her orb how foft a radiance glows, 
And O! how {weet the foothing profpe& fhows. 
Ah ! ’tis a facred hour, a ftilly fcene, 
And more than filence rules the wide ferene; 
A mighty grandeur lifts my foaring thought, 
With all the mufes’ infpiration fraught; 
Far in the world of fancy led, I rove, 
My glowing fentiments new charms improve, 
I with beyond the nether world to foar, 
I with the fource of being to explore ; 
Fain would I fly from orient eaft to weft, 
Where earth on boundlefs ocean leans her breaft— 


Dive into chaos, reach that ftern abode, 
Where, clad in terror, rules the gloomy god; 
Thence, borne on rapid wing, direct my flight, 
And view the fhrines of uncreated light. 
Such are the themes that ev’ning’s charms infufe, 
And fuch the effort of my artlefs mufe. 

JOHN JONES, 





THE VANITY OF LIFE. 
BY THE LATE BISHOP HORNE, 
We all do fade as a leaf. 
EE the leaves around us falling, 
Dry and wither’d to the ground ; 
Thus, to thoughtlefs mortals calling, 
With a fad and folemn found : 
6 Sons of Adam, once in Eden, 
“¢ Blighted when like us you fell ; 
¢ Hear the lecture we are reading, 
6 °Tis, alas! the ¢ruth we tell, 
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“ Virgins! much, too much prefuming, 
“ In your boatted white and red; 
View us /ate in beauty blooming, 
“ Number’d ow among the dead, 


Griping mifers! nightly waking, 
“ See the end of all your care ; 

‘Filed on wings of our own making, 
“ We have Jeft our owners bare. 
Sons of honour! fedon praifes, 
“ Flutt’ring high on fancied worth ; 
Lo! the fickle air that raifes, 
vs Brings us down to parent earth. 

‘ Learned fophs ! in fyftems jaded, 
“ Who for new ones daily call; 

‘ Ceafe, at length by us perfuaded, 
“ Every leaf muft have a fall. 
Youths! though yet no loffes grieve you, 
“ Gay in health and manly grace ; 
Let not cloudlefs tkies deceive you, 
“ Summer gives to autumn place., 


Venerable Sires! grown hoary, 
“ Hither turn th’ unwilling eye; 
Think amidft your falling glory, 


** Autumn tells a winter nigh. 


Yearly in our courfe returning, 

“ Meflengers of thortelt flay, 

Thus we preach this truth unerring, 

* Heaven and earth fhall pafs away ! 
‘On the Tree of /ife eternal, 

“ Man! \et all thy hopes be ftaid ; 
‘Which alone, for ever vernal, 

Boars a leaf which ne'er fail fade.” 
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LINES 


INSCRIBED TO A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG LADy 
IN BEACONSFIELD, ON HER SKILL ON THE 
PIANO-FORTE. 


S o’er each note of various found 
Thy flying fingers lightly ftray, 
The captive paffions all around, 
Confefs, {weet maid! thy potent fway. 


harm’d with thy ftrains, the raptur’d breaft 
Delights to own thy foft controul : 

Elated now, and now depreft, 
Alternate flits the trembling foul. 


Whate’er thou wilt, thou canft infpire ; 
By thee with hate, or love we glow, 

Now fiercely breathing martial fire, 
Now melting with melodious woe, 


But fay, fince nature gave thee charms 
With partial hand, too favour’d maid ! 

Why, with the magic of thofe arms, 
Employ’ ft thou thus fweet mufic’s aid 3 


For know, thy mufic’s pow’r as ftrong 
As beauty’s empire o’er the mind; 
And ev’n to each alone belong 
To charm and captivate mankind. 











Literary Revietv, 


The New Annual Regifter; or, General Repofitory of 
Hiflory, Polttics, and Literature, for the Year 1 198. 
To which is prefixed, The Hifory of Knowledge, 
Learning, and Tajie, in Great Britain, during the 
wit of King Charles the Second. Robinjons. 
10s, 6d. 


HIS valuable Work is diftributed into its ufual 

compartments: Britifh and Foreign Hiftory, 
Principal Occurrences, Public Papers, Biographical 
Anecdotes and Charaéters, Manners of Nations, Claf- 
fical and Polite Criticifm, Antiquities, Mifcellaneous 
Papers, Poetry, Domeftic and Foreign Literature. 
Bach a thefe articles feems to have been feleéted and 
arranged with accuracy. 

The utility of fuch an annual work is obvious: it 
colleéts into a convenient compafs the moft important 
part of our hiftory, whether we regard ourfelves either 
in a political or literary point of view. And it mut 
be pleafing both to the gentleman and {cholar to have it 
in their power to refer toa Volume where their cu- 

riofity receives an ample gratification. 

The Ir ntroduétory Hifto ory of Know ledge i is written 
with judgment and impartiality. It contains an ac- 
countof the RoyAL Socrety, which certainly can. 
not fail of being interefting to Britons. We fhall there- 
fore introduce it to the notice of our readers without 
any further ceremony, 


Vou. VIII. Ces The 
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The Rife, Progrefs, and Eftablifhment of the Rova, 
SOCIETY, /z the reign of Charles the Second, 


« The reign of Charles was inglorious in almoft ev ery ine 
flance; yet it was diftinguifhed by the eftablithment of a {o- 
ciety, which has been perhaps more refpectable in its charac 
ter, and more ufeful in its exertions than any fimilar inftitu. 
tion in Europe. The humble origin * of the Royal Society 
has been already noticed; but it belongs to this part of ourun- 
dertaking to enter more fully into the. detail. 

To affert that the great — icy in natural ico 
which has been the glu ty of the Britith nation, is to be wholly 
attributed to the exertions of this affociation, would be bold 
and hazardous! but it is certain that little progrefs had been 
previoufly made in that interefting branch of human know- 
eh Except the folitary {peculations of Bacon, little had 
therto been effected; but the recommendation of that great 
man, to refer every thing in phyfics to the fevere teft of dined 
experiment, cleared the path of fcience, and opened the way 
to real difcoveries. 

“ec 








Alchemy had been a favourite ftudy in the two preceds 
ing reigns. The 


> 


theatre, which is, in general, a brief chro- 
nicle of the times,” and the beft record of manners. and na- 
tional character, of national folly at leaft, attefts this fad. 
Johnfon’s Aichemift is read and adted, though the obje& of 
ridic ee which is the foundation of the piece, is no longer 
ae ret ing 

Iti is hk ver matter of furprize, that induftry, even withe 
out the aid of fcience, fhould have effeéted nothing. Not 
one ufeful difcovery is recorded as rewarding the labours ot 
the Englifh alchemiits, cong their brethren on the continent 
contributed in no fmall degree tothe im yprovement of practic cal 
chemiftry. 

“* Even mathematical fcience, for which the Englith philo- 
fophers ha ive fince been fo juftly celebrated, was, antecedent 
to the peri od of w a a) we are treat ing, in no ii flourifhing 
fiate ; bat the age which produced the Royal Society we 1s allo 
ciftinguifhed by fome excellent 


nic 


* See our Hiftory of Knowledge, &c. under the Ufurpation 








mathematicians; and Ough- 
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ted, Ward, and Wallis, led the way to Barrow, Newton, and 
Halley. Thus, though clatlical learning, theology, and me- 
taphyfics, had been cultivated with fuccefs in the preceding 
ages, the reign of Charles II. may be regarded as the dawn of 
Englith philofophy. . 

“ The commencement of the Royal Society is referred by 
its hiftorian Sprat to ** fome fpace after the end of the civil 
wars ;°’ but more correét information affixes the date to the 
year 1645. At that time fome ingenious and inquifitive men, 
among whom was the celebrated mathematician Dr. John 
Wallis, and the no lefs celebrated Dr. (afterwards bifhop) 
Wilkins, agreed to meet weekly onacertain day,jto converfe 
on fubjecéts of natural and experimental philofophy. The 
meetings were fometimes held at the apartments of Dr. Jo- 
nathan Goddard, 1 phyfician of fome eminence, in Wood- 
fireet, on account of his having an operator in his houfe for 
the purpofe of grinding glafles for telefcopes: fometimes at a 
houfe in Cheapfide, and fometimes at Grefham-college. 
From thefe meetings, the great topics which at that period 
divided and diftracted fociety, politics and theology, were ex- 
cluded; and the fciences which chiefly engaged the attention 
of the fociety, were geometry, aftronomy, anatomy, phyfic, 
chemiftry, navigation, magneti{m, and mechanics. This fo- 
ciety was fometimes diftinguifhed by the name of the Invifible 
or Philofophical College. 

“ The fociety in this infant ftate experienced fomething of 
the unfettled nature of the times ; and about the year 1643 it 
was nearly diffolved by the removal of Dr: Wilkins, who was 
appointed Warden of Wadham-college; of Dr. Wallis, who 
was nominated Savilian profeffor of geometry; and of Dr. 
Goddard, who was made warden of Merton-college. Thofe 
who remained in London continued to mect as before, and the 
Oxford members joined them when they vifited the metropoe 
lis. The meetings, however, were continued with more fpi- 
rit, and, probably, more regularity at Oxford, “ in Dr. Wil- 
Kins’ lodgings (to ufe the words of Sprat) in Wadham-col- 
lege, which was then the refort for virtuous and learned 
men.” The univerfity, as the fame author informs us, had 
feveral men of eminence at that time attached to it in various 
offices and ftations ; and it was reforted to by others, whom 
the diftrefles of the times drove to take refuge from the din of 

Cc2z ams, 
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arms, and the dsieftable contefts of party and politics, in the 
quiet fhades of that celebrated feminary. Their firft objed 
was, as it had been in London, to enjoy fociety in peate, to 
contribute to each other’s mutual entertainment and inftruc. 
tion, and to avoid thofe unpleafant topics which fpread only 
difcord and calamity wherever they were agitated. The prin. 
cipal perfons who formed this {mall but illuflrious affembly, 
were Dr. Seth Ward, afterwards Jord-bithop of Exeter, Mr 
Boyle, fir William Petty, Dr. Wilkins, Mr. Matthew Wren, 
Dr. Wallis, Dr. Goddard, Dr. Willis, Dr. Chrittopher Wren, 
and Mr. Rooke. 

“ Thefe meetings, however, were ftill little more than focial 
or converfation parties. They had no rules or fixed me- 
thod of proceeding; yet experimental (cience engaged more 
deeply their attention than fpeculation and conjecture, 
The foily of both of thefe was too apparent in the metaphy- 
fical writers of the day for wife men, fuch as conftituted 
this little fociety, to engage themfelves in. They were 
more commonly employed in experiments of chemiftry 
and mechanics. Their inftruments, however, were few; and 
their difcoveries in chemiftry feem to have been of little im- 
portance. 

“ In the year 1653, the fociety was difperfed from various 
caufes, and its members were called to the exercife of different 
functions in different parts of the kingdom. The majority 
of them, however, had reforted to the metropolis; and here 
their meetings were refumed at Giefham-college, an inftitu- 
tion at prefent fhamefully abufed, by being made a finecure 
for idle and indeed merely nominal profeffors. They generally 
met at the Wednefday’s and Thurfday’s letures of Dr, Wren 
and Mr. Rooke, for fuch were the men who, at that period, 
occupied thofe ftations. Here they were joined by feveial 
other eminent perfons, among whom were the lords Brouric- 
ker and Brereton, fir Paul Neile, Mr. John Evelyn, Mr.Hen- 
fhaw, Mr. Slingfby, Dr. Timothy Clark, Dr. Ent, Mr. Baile, 
Mr. Hill, and Dr. Crone. The calamities of the times again 
difperfed our philofophers; and even the place of their meet- 
ing was, in the year 1659, converted into a barrack for fol- 
diers. 

“‘ The meetings were refumed when the public affairs af- 
gamed a more quiet afpect after the reftoration, and they a 
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joined by a great number of perfons eminent in every branch 
of fcience. The acceffion of new members obliged them now 
tothink of adopting fome regular mode of conduéting their 
debates ; and, in a private converfation, on the 28th of No- 
yember, 1660, between lord Brouncker, Mr. Boyle, Mr. Bruce, 
fir Robert Moray, fir Paul Neile, Dr. Wilkins, Dr. Goddard, 
Dr. Petty, Mr. Balle, Mr. Wren, and Mr. Hill, the firft 
idea was fuggefted of forming a regular college forthe promo- 


tion of phy fico-mathematical and experimental fcience. As 


a preliminary to fuch a meafure, a fet of regulations were 
drawn up, fimple and plain, adapted to the charaéter of the 
men, and the frugal manners of the ay ge. The meetings were 
to be continued weekly, at three o'clock in the afternoon, during 
term time, in Mr. Rooke’s chamber at Grefham-college ; and, 
in the vacation, at Mr. Balle’sin the Temple. An admiffion 
fine of ten fillings was levied on each of the members, wha 
allo engaged to contribut te, at the rate of om failling a week, 
whether prefent or abfent, towards the expences of the infti- 
tution. <A lift of additional members was, at the fame time, 
given in, among whom we find the names of fir Kenelme 
Digt by, Mr. Evelyn, celebrated for his attention to the praéti- 
cal and philofophical part of botany, and Cowley the poet, 
who had been created a dodtor of phyfic at Oxford in the year 
1657. 

“ Thus the fociety continued to profecute, with a moft 
laudable zeal and induftry, every branch of ufeful knowledge. 
The experiments, as Sprat informs us, were made by them- 
felves, or at leaft repeated, whenever the refults were com- 
municated from a diffance. It was at firft determined not to 
increafe the number of the members; and the ftated num- 
ber was fixed at fifty-five ; but this order was afterwards judi- 
cioufly refcinded. It was alfo refolved, that no perfon fhould 
be admitted to the fociety without a fcrutiny, in which the 
candidates fhould have the votes of at leaft two-thirds of the 
members prefent, except fuch as were of or above the degree ot 
a baron; and all fuch were to be admitted, at their de- 
fire, as fupernumeraries, provided they conformed to the 
rules of the fociety. The fame privilege was afterwards ex- 
tended to the fellows of the College of Phyficians, in confe- 
quence of the college indulging them with the ufe of their 
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“ On the sth of December, fir Robert Moray informed 
the fociety that the king had been made acquainted with the 
defign of the meeting; that his majefty had fignified bis 
approbation, and was defirous of giving it encouragement, 
About the fame time it was refolved, that the ftanding 
offices of the fociety fhould be three in number, a pref 
dent or direétor, a treafurer, and a regifter—the former to 
be chofen monthly, and the two latter to continue in office 
for the {pace of a year. Two fervants, with falaries, wer 
alfo appointed, an amanuenfis, and an operator.—The falary 
of the former was forty fhillings fer annum, and of the latter 
four pounds. 

“ Asa fpecimen of their proceedings in this infant flate, 
it may not be unpleafant to the reader to mention that 
the fubjeéts which chiefly engaged their attention at this 
period were a feries of experiments on pendulums, by Dr. 
(afterwards fir Chriftopher) Wren; experiments for the im- 
provement of thipping, under the direction of Dy. Petty, Dr. 
Goddard, Dr. Wilkins, and Dr. Wren; an experiment on 
the recoiling of guns, by lord Brouncker; and a feries of 
queries were drawn up by the fame nobleman,- in con- 
junction with Mr. Boyle, and fent to Teneriffe, chiefly re- 
lating to experiments for meafuring the height, and examining 
the atmofphere and climate of the Peak. His majetty, 
about the fame time, fent two loadftones to be examined by 
the fociety ; Dr. Goddard produced fome chemical experie 
ments on coloured fluids, produced from fluids nearly or alto- 
gether colourlefs ; and Mr. Evelyn, fome curious obfervations 
on the anatomy of trees, which were followed by a difcourfe 
of fir Kenelme Digby on the vegetation of plants. 

“ The fociety, however, did not confine its attention to 
fubjects of mere philofophy, but extended it to the arts and 
manufactures. Befides the experiments on fhipping, already 
noticed, Dr. Petty produced a feries of obfervations on the 
colthing-trade: experiments were alfo made on refining, 
japanning, gilding and other arts. Among other phano- 
mena produced before the fociety, was a young man bom 
deaf and dumb, and taught by the celebrated Wallis to fpeak 
plainly. Tlie doétor, with fome humour, defcribes this oc- 
cupation, ina letterto Mr. Oldenburg.—** I am now em- 
ployed,” fays he, ‘ upon another work, as hard, almoft, as 
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to make Mi. Hobbes underftand mathematics. It is to teach 
a perfon dumb and deaf to fpeak, and to underftand a lan- 
rum this fpecimen of its proceedings, the reader will 
perceive that the fociety was not lefs diligent or flourifhing 
previous to its incorporation, than it has been at any fub- 
feqguent period Some peifons have in truth doubted, whe- 
ther this circumfance has been 
the fociety ; but it muft be remembered, that though not 
of aciual ufe, it may have been produdtive of eventual 
good. It ferved, probably, to preferve the unity of the 
focietv, and to prevent it from breaking into different clubs 
opr affemblies. It aifo gave it fome confequence in the eyes 
of the public, and of forcign nations; and pofiibly contri- 
buted at once to its refpeétability and permanence. The 
a& of incorporation paffed the great feal.on the 1§th of 
July 1662.—The only alteration of importance in the re- 
guiations of the fociety was, that the elections were made 
annual; William Jord. vifcount Biouncker was appointed 
the firft prefident; fir Robert Moray, Mr. Boyle, Mr. (af- 
terwards lord) Brereton, firKenelme Digby, fir Paul Neile, 
Mr. H. Slingefby, fir William Petty, Dr. Wailis, Dr.Clarke, 
Dr. Wilkins, Dr. Ent, Mr. Aerfkine, Dr. Goddard, Dr. 
Chriftlopher Wren, Mr. Baile, Mr. Matthew Wien, Mr. Eve- 
lyn, Mr. Henthaw, Mr. ‘Dudley Palmer, Mr. Oldenburg 
were nominated of the council; and of thefe Mr. Balle was 
appointed treafurer, and Dr. Wilkins and Mr. Oldenburg 
the firit fecretaries. Such was the rife, progrefs, and eftab- 
lifhment of this refpectable fociety —We fhall now return 
to give a fhoit acconnt of the ftate of fcience 
branches at this period fo propitious to the 
in general 
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in its various 
caufe af philofuphy 
‘ Among the mathematicians of the age, the firft place is 
generally afligned to Dr. John Wailis. He was the fon of a 

clergyman at Afhford in Kent, and was educated at Emma- 
nuel college, Cambridge. He was chofen fellow of Queen’s, 
in 1640, there being no vacancy in hisown college, and about 
the fame time entered into holy orders. He was eminent for 
having difcovered the art of decyphering, and incurred fome 
fcandal after the reftor: ation, for having decyphered the letters 
of king Charles, which were taken iu the cabinet at Nafeby’ 
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In 1644 he acted as one of the fecretaries to the affembly 
of divines at Weitminfter, and in 1649 was appointed Savi- 
lian profeffor of geometry at Oxford. While he continued in 
his ftation, he had a mathematical controverfy with Mr, 
Hobbes, who, however, was but a weak antagonitt, 0] ppofed 
to Wailis. His mathematical works were conbdeenk of fo 
much importance to 





{cience, that in the year 1699 they 
were collected, and publifhed in Latin, by the univerfity of 





ae in three volumes, folio, and dedicated to king Wil 

iam. He was-not only eminent as a mathematician, but pub- 
‘ithe -dfome excellent works on language, the ftudy of which 
led him from theory to undertake the arduous tafk of ¢ 












he dumb to fpe: oO fervices and reputation in the Royal 
Society we ha already treated. : 

“ Next in reputation to Wallis was Dr. Seth Ward. He 
was born in Hertfordihiie, and educated at Sidney-college, 
Cambridge; he was patronized warmly by D;. Samuel 
Ward, then maffer of that coll IC, though he was not rt- 
lated to him. On the commencement of the civil wars, 
Mr. Seth Ward voluntarily became an affociate in the misfor- 
tunes of his friend, whom he accompanied to prifon, and cone 


tinued with him till his death; he was alfo ejected from hi 
fellowfhip for refufing the covenant. After 
he refided fome time witl 
I 

+eh ‘ach r af, ne laid the fi anlar ; i. S ature om 
with fuch fuccets as laid the foundation of his future emi- 
nence, On the hopes of the roya 





leaving college, 
rated Ought ed, at Ald- 


yury in Surry, where he profecuted his mathematical ttudies 





lit party being extine 
guifhed, Mr. Ward became more accommodating to the 
times, and from his great reputation as a mathematician he 





was appointed Savilian profeffor of aftronomy at mers in 
the room of the celebrated Greaves, diftinguifhed for his work 
on the Egyptian pyramids, who was ejected, but who had 
fufficient influence to recommend Mr. Ward to be his fuccef- 
for. Ward then entered him{ elf of Wadham-college, from 
refpe&t to Dr. Wilkins, who was the warden. — the re- 
ftoration, he was fucceflively appointed Bifhop of Ex ater and 
of Salifbury. As a divine, we have betore {po ken of him with 
commend is fill 
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epublithed, with additions, at the importunate defire of the 


auth 
auth 


“e cfides thefe, we may mention, as men {carcely | efs emi- 
nent, the extraordinary bifhop Wilkins, and fir Chritt topher 
Wren, of whofe character we fhall afterwards have occafion 
totreat, when we come to {peak of an art which was peculiarly 
his own, and in which his reputation yet remains witl 


utarival. 
“The fame zra which produced the 


Royal Society was dif- 
tinguifhed by the invention of an inftrument which has bee 
of great importance in natural and experimental philofophy, 
wemean the air-fump. It was the invention of the honour- 
able Robert Boyle, whe was a fifted in perfecting the mecha- 
nical part of it by the ingenious Mr. Robert Hooke, fo emi- 
nent afterwards for his microfcopical experiments. Indepen- 
dent of this noble invention, there is, perhaps, not any name 
which deferves to ftand higher in the records of Englifh philo- 
fophy than that of Boyle.—He gave a new turn to the re- 
fearches of chemiftry, and direéted it, from the abfurdities of 
the alchemifts, to the views and purpofes of found philofo- 
phy. His pints on air laid the foundation for that fyf- 
tem which is now generally received with netpert to the genc~ 
yropert ics of tha t, and indeed of all other elaftic fluids. The 
judgment rende! ed him fuperior to all the 
) phil lofophy. as as adverfe to the jargon 
of Ariffotle as to the re ok of the alchemifts, and defined 
that fathionable philofophy as “ having in it more of words 
thin of things, promifing much, and performing little 
“ His obfervacionson pe. Roa ere ufeful preliminaries to that 
tiful fyftem which was afterwards perfected by the genius 
p tan wton. Th are Wits io thort, sire an uaneatrs. topic 
ef ns 


u 


os te indefatigable e engi er, and fcarcely any which he did not 
His traéts in defence of the Chriftian religion are 
Teal valuable of his writings; and, indeed, in every 

his whole life was devoted to the glory of God, 

he benefit and inftruction of his fellow-creatures. He 
¥) with juftice, be regarded as the father of modern philo- 


m 
fop 


After the name of Boyle we may mention that of fir 
Ken elme Di gby— 


“ Digby the great, the valiant, and the wife.” 
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«© A man of a genius as aétive, and of acquirements as uni« 


verfal almoft as thofe which are afcribed to the famous Pigg, 
prince of Mirandola. His philofophy was not, however, the 
cool and temperate reafoning of Buyle.—It was mingled to 
much with imagination, and his fuperflitious zeal in favourof 
his 6 Sympathetic Powder,’’ which was to be a cure for almot 
all difeafes, has fixed a blot on his chara&er, which has rea 
dered his philofophical publications lefs obje&ts of general at. 
tention than they deferve. 

*¢ Sir William Petty is chiefly known for his great andar. 
mbowledged fkill in political arithmetic; yet, even this was 


one of the leait of his accomplifhments. haps no man, 
not excepting the late Dr. Frankli lin, ever poifeffed a mind fo 
happily adapted to praética! and ufeful fcience; and, indeed, 
he was not only one of the moft extraordinary men of his ag 
but that Britain ever produced, Like the man, whom, in mo- 
dern times, he moft refembled, Franklin, he was the fon ofa 
plain tradefman, and was bioice at Rumfey in Hamphhire. At 


avery early age he difplayed an uncommon genius for mecha- 
nics; but after his grammar education, and fome fubleqas 
inftrudction at the univerfity of Caen in Normandy, he was 
appointed to a fituation in the navy.—But before he had arrive 
ed at the age of twenty, having faved about fixty pounds, 
upon the ftrength of this fum he fet out to travel for his im- 
provement; andafter fpending three years abroad, and majne 
taining all the time his younger brother, fuch was pe ve 
ceconomy and induftry, that he returned to England with tea 
pounds more than he took with him ore his time he in- 
vented an inftrument for double writing, by which the opera 
tor was enabled to produce an accurate copy of a manus 
fcript, while in the act of writing the original. This inftru- 
ment has fince been more fuccefsfull ly employed i in the art of 
drawing and defigning. After this > he removed to Oxford, 
and in 164 49 was created a dottor of phyfic. He was foon ai- 
ter appointed phyfician to the army, and was alfo phyfician 
to three fucceffive lord-lieutenants fy Ireland. This profeflion, 
however, he afterwards abandoned, and, on the divifion of 
the forfeited eftates in Ireland, was appointed to take the fur 
veys, which he did with fingular accuracy, and gained cons 
fiderable property by his fervices on this occafion. After the 
reftoration, he was in confiderable favour with government, 
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received the honour of knighthood, and was a member both 
inthe Englith and Irith parliaments.—The obje& which mo 
engaged his attention at this period was, how to improve the 
ats of fhip-building and navigation; and he conftructed a 
yeflel to fail againit wind and tide. To enumerate his various 
experiments and difcoveries would occupy more of the volume 
than we ufually appropriate to this divifion of ourwork. He 
was one of the founders and one of the moft active members 
of the Royal Society; and yet, while fo much of his time was 
devoted to fcience, his private bufinefs was more than moft 
men would beable to condu&: it confifted in the manage- 
ment of a large eftate, both in lands and buildings, in working 
of mines, and a confiderable trade in lead, iron, and fifh. His 
labours were crowned with extraordinary fuccefs.—He died at 
the age of fixty-five, potiefled of immenfe property, and was 
the fuunder of a noble family, in which genius as well as pa- 
tiotifm feems to be hereditary. 

« Among the philofophers of this age we may clafs moft of 
hofe who have been already noticed as the founders of the 
Royal Society, particularly bithop Wilkins, and Mr. Hooke, 
he friend and affiftant of the illufirious Boyle. 

“ Itmay, perhaps, be information to thofe of the prefent 
day, who aflume a name, of the real import of which they 
ae effentially ignorant, that thefe real philofophers were Chrif- 
tians. Their learning was united with its natural concomitant, 
modetty. They did not apologize for vice and impiety, be- 
caufe they loved to practife them; they did not cavil at the 
Scriptures, while ignorant of the very languages in which 
thefe {criptures were compofed; or deny the God of Nature, 
while they were totally unacquainted with all Nature’s ope- 
rations. Their philofophy was not rhapfody and wild conjec- 
ture; it was the philoiophy of faét and experiment. Their 
labours were directed tu the welfare of fociety, and not to its 
undoing ; they were the friends of religion, of order and good 
government, becaufe they were the friends of virtue and of 

truth *, 

* Sprat’s Hiftory of the Royal Socicty; Birch’s Hiftory of 
the fame; Rapin’s Hiftory of England; Biographia Brit.; 
Biographical Di&t, &c. Sc. 
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Thus we find that the Royal Svcicty was eftablifhed 
by the moft learned men of the age, and that their ka. 
bours are inrended to f{crutinize and lay open the won. 
ders of creation. The fame great objeét fhould ftil 
engage our attention ; the progrefs of {cience among 
us thould be always a matter of rejoicing=-—we are 
thereby freed from the terrors of fuperttition—feel an 
ardent curiofity gratified, and become aiflimilated to 
that great Being, by whofe power and wifdom all things 
were formed. Knowledge, fteadily acquired, and pro. 
perly improved, conftitutes the glory and dignity of the 
intelligent creation. 

The above account of the Royal Society, will enable 
the young reader rationally to interpret the three fa- 
mous initiais F.R.$. Fellow of the Royal Society, by 
vhich the names of the learned are often decorated, 


ee ee 


The Utility of Religious Affociations, A Sermon preached 
before an Affaciation of Minifiers at Chalfont, St 
Giles, in the County of Bucks. By Hugh Worthing: 
ton. Publifhed by Requeft. Printed by G. Whitting- 
hum, Dean Street, Fetter Lane. Price 4d. or 35, 6d 
per Dozen. 


ie is ufual for the Diffenters of different denomin- 

tions to hold, among themfelves, thefe affociations, 
where the explication and enforcement of an appointed 
fubje& become particularly ufeful and impreffive. The 
utility of fuch affemblies is here fully explained and ably 
recommended, 

Among many other advantages refulting from theft 
affociations, the ingenious author thus ftates the fols 
lowing benefit with energy and effeét— Thefe fer- 
“ vices,”’ fays he, “ bring together members of dif- 
“ ferent churches, and thus tend to dimiaih bigotry and 
“to promote broth:rly love and a Chrifiran temper. 
“ That thefe objects are defirable, every enlightened 
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«follower of the bleffed Jefus mutt allow, for next to 
 abfolute vice, there ts nothing more difhonourable to 
“ our creed, more difpleafing to our Mafter, more ruin- 
“ous to the Church of God on earth, or more un- 
“fuitable to the fpirit, employment, and felicity of 
“heaven, than—BIGOTRY.” 


NEES BAT ID a 


AChronological Table on a new Plan, comprifing Ar- 
ticles of an Hiftorical, Biographical, and Mifcelia~ 
neous Nature, for Daily Ule ; ; to which are fubjoined 
an Expianation of the feveral Subdivifions of Time; 
the Origin of the Names of the Days of the Weeks 
and Months of the Year; an Accoun: of the Corres 
Jpondence of the latter with the New French Calen- 
dar, and a Copious Index to the Work, defigned for 
the Ufe of Young Ladies. By William Butler, 
Teacher of Writing » Accounts, and Geogr aj bhy, in La- 
dies Schools axd in Private Fasilies.” Second Edi- 
tion, enlarged. 5s. Dilly. 


N immenfe number of events ftands infcribed upon 
the ample {croll of A7fory, which it ts the provins e 
of CHRON OLOGY to arrange and concentrate, for the 
urpoles of infiruétion, Hence its unfpeakable utility ; 
and we ought to feel obliged to every individual whofe 
forts are direéted to the improvement of this import- 
ant branch of learning. 

Mr. Butler has here feleéted fome of the moft inte- 
tefting events of modern hiftory; and arranged them 
acording to the days of the year on which they hap- 
pened. This is an excellent mode of impreffing the 
memory, and muit prove highly beneficial to the young 
mind. We add JANUARY by way of {pecimen : 


6 TANUARY. 
Jan. 
1, 1067. William the Conqueror was crowned at Weft- 
_ minfler, He was bora at Falaife, and buried at Caen,” 
- Vor, VIII, Dd now 
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now in the department of Calvados, France. 
tle of Haftings, Arith. Quett ; 
1515. Expired Lewis XII. King of 
year of his age, to the extreme re 
tion, who, fenfible of his tender ¢ 
fare, gave him, with one voice, tne honou 
lation of father of his people, see October 9 
1651. Charles II. was crowned at Scone, 
Scotland. 
17. Ovid, one of the fineft poets of the Auguftan age 


expired at Tomi, near Varna, on the weftern coatt ofthe 
Biack Sea, whither he had been banifhed by the Emperor 
Auguttus, but for what reafon itis not now known His 
poctical talents have juftly ranked him among the fit 
of Roman poets, but his works have a very immoral 
tendency. Ovid’s death is faid to have happened on 
the fame day with that of Livy, the celebrated Roman 
hiftorian, who was born at Padua, $9 years, B. C. 

3, 107 B.C. Cicero, one of the greateft orators, ftatel- 
men, and philofophers of antiquity, was born. See 
December 7, 43 B.C. 

1670. Died General Monk, Duke of Albermarle, a 
principal inftrument in reftoring Charles II. after he 
had been an exile almoft nine years. 

4, 1568. Died Roger Afcham, who had bcen Latin fecre- 
tary and tutor in the learned languages to Queen Eli- 
zabeth, by whom he was much lamented. He was 
born near Northallerton in Yorkthire, about the year 
1515. 

1712, Prince Eugene, of Savoy, arrived in England. On 
his audience of leave, March 13, 1712, Queen Anne 
prefented him with a fword, valued at soool. He 
had rendered eminent fervices to the country in con 
junétion with the Duke of Marlborough. 

1724. Philip V. King of Spain, refigned his crown to 
his fon, and retired to his palace of St. Iidefonfo. It 
is fomewhat remarkable, that in lefs than 80 years four 
fovercigns abdicated their thrones ; namely, Chriftiana, 
Queen of Sweden, in 1654; Cafimir, King of Poland, 
in 1667; Philip, King of Spain, in 1724; and Am» 

Us, 
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deus, King of Sardinia, in 1730. See alfo January 
16, ¥556. 

1733. Onore , in the Eaft-Indies, taken by the Englifh, 
with a moft terrible carnage, 

6, 1536. Queen Catharine of Arragon, the divorced wife 
of the tyrant Henry VIII. died at Kimbolton, in 
Huntingdonfhire. The acute and comprehenfive critic, 
Dr. Johnion, in his remarks upon the tragedy of 
Henry VIII. fays, that the meek forrows and vir- 
tuous diftreffes of this queen have furnifhed fome 
fcenes whic! y be juftly numbered among the 
greateft efforts of tragedy. But the genius of Shake- 
{peare, he fubjoins, comes in and goes out with Catha- 
rine. Some ftate her death to have happened on the 
8th of January. She was interred at Peterborough. 

1539. Henry VIII. was married to Anne of Cleves; 
a fine duchy in the circle of Weftphalia, Germany. 

1558. Calais furrendered to the French, after it had 
been in the poffeflion uf the Englifh above 210 years. 


1785. Mr. Blanchard, accompanied by Dr. Jeffries, 
went from Dover to the foreft of Guienes, near Calais, 
in France, in an air balloon, in about two hours. In 
confequence of this aerial —— the late King of 
France prefented Mr. Blanchard with 12,000 livres, 
and granted him a penfion of 1200 livres a year. 

See Jenuary 6, 1536. 


was be- 

eaded on T ywer-Hill, in the 71rft year ‘of his age, 

r high-treafon, not proved againft him; but he fell 

a  facrific ce to party- violence and his own ‘high-churct 

tentiments, which induced him to attempt a general 

uniformity in religion, or rather to impofe the doc- 

trine, difcipline, and hierarchy of the church of Eng- 

land, on the three kingdoms. He was a native of 
Reading in Berkfhire. 

— 1698. Gave birth to the celebrated and unfortunate 
poet, Richard Savage, who died in a jail at Britt ot, 
17433 an eminent initance of the ufelefsnefs and in- 
fignificancy of knowledge, wit, and genius, without 
prudence and a proper regard to the common maxims 
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of life. For an account of his fufferings, through the 
unnatural cruelty of his mother, the countefs of Mac. 
clesfield, we refer our young readers to Mr. Jones’; 
New Biographical Diétionary. 

1698. Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy or Ruffa, 
came to England and remained incognito. He in. 
proved himfelf here in the art of fhip-building, and 
King William prefented him with one of his royal 
yachts. 

1753. Sir Hans Sloane, baronet, died at his houfe at 
Chelfea. He was firft phyfician to George the S- 
cond, and many years prefident of the Royal Society, 
His immenfe collection of books, manufcripts, and 
curious productions of nature and art, now form a matt 
valuable part of the Britifh Mufeum. Sir Hans wasa 
native of Ireland. 

1790. Monattic eflablifhments were fuppreffed in France, 
Proteftants have always been accuitomed to confider 
monaftic inftitutions as the haunts of ignorance and 
fuperttition, where the proud prieft and lazy monk 
fattened upon the riches of the land. It mutt, how- 
ever, be admitted, that though we have now reafon 
enough to rejoice that they are fallen, they have, ne- 
verthelefs, in their day, been made fubfervient to fome 
ufeful purpofes. See Mifcell. Pieces, by Dr. Aikin 
and Mrs. Barbaula. 

1792. Died Jofeph Jackfon, a letter-founder of diftin- 
guifhed eminence, with whofe types Mr. Benfley prints 
the {plendid edition of the Bible now publithing by 
Mr. Macklin. 

1794. Died, in the 65th year of his age, Dr. Edward 
Harwood, an eminent diffenting minifter and excel- 
lent claffical fcholar, whote learned works are well 
known, fome of them having gone through many edi- 
tions. His “ Introduétion to the Study of the 
New Teftament” is a very valuable performance. 

1559. Queen Elizabeth was crowned at Weitmintter. 

1779. David Garrick, an illuttrious aétor, called the 
Englith Rofcius, expired. Rofcius, the famous Ro- 
man comedian, Hlourifhed about 50 years B.C, He 
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was contemporary with Affop, the fabulift, and Ciccro, 
the orator, 

795. The Prince of Orange, Stadtholder of the United 
Provinces S, and his family, in confequence of the fuc- 
ceffes of the French, were obliged to leave the Hague, 
and effect their efcape to England, where they arrived 
on the 21ft of the fame month. They failed from 
Helvoetfluys and landed at Harwich. 

1556. The Emperor Charles V. after a long and turbu- 
lent reign, refigned the crown of Spain, and other do- 
minions, to his fon Philip, referving nothing for him- 
felf but an annual penfion of 100,000 crowns; and 
chofe for the place of his retreat, St. , es near Pla- 
centia in Spain. See January 4, 17 

1780. Admiral Rodney po lads feveral Spanifh 
fhips, near St. Vincent’s Cape, Portugal. This cele- 
brated naval commander, who immurtalized his name 
by numerous public fervices, died in 1792, aged 74. 

1794. Expired, Edward Gibbon, Efq. author of a cele- 
brated work, entitled, “ An Htiory of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire,” great part of which 
was written at Laufanne, in Switzerland. Mr. Gib- 
bon was born at Putney, in Surrey, 1737. 

1792. Died George Horne, bilhop of Norwich, whofe 
6 Sermons” and ‘¢ Commentary on the Pfalms” are 
highly efteemed. 

171g. Died Sir Samuel Garth, an excellent poct and 
phy fician, and author of a moft admirable fatire, called 
‘“¢ The Difpenfary.’ 

The birth -day of the late King of Poland. 
feb, 11, 1798. 
28. Died William Congreve, a celebrated dramatic 
writer and poet, author of feveral “comedies and 
poems, and of the tragedy of the ‘¢ Mourning Bride.” 
He was defcended of an ancient family in Stafford- 
fhire,. and born in 1672. 

1730. The Czar Peter iL. died of the fmall-pox, in the 
15th year of his age, and the 3d of hisreign. He was 
the grandfon of Peter the Great, 

Dd 3 20, 1590. 
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So 1790. The far-famed philanthropi ift, Howard, died at 
Cherfon, the capital of New Rutfia. He wasa native 
of Hackney. A brief account of this ‘ patriot of the 
world,” is given in the Author’s Arithmetical Quef- 
tions. 

ar, 1793. Louis XVI. King of the French, was beheaded 
at Paris. This unfortunate monarch was born in 

1754; fucceeded his grandfather, Louis XV. in 1774, 
and was crowned, at Rheims in 1775. 

The 21ft of the month is faid to have been fingulatly 
ominous to Louis XVL. ; Apnil 2 21, 1770, he was mar 
ried *; June 21, 1770, ata féte, given in confequence 

is marriage, a vaft number of perfons were tramp- 
led to death; June 21, 1792, he efcaped from Paris 
to Vierennes; Sept. 21, 1792, royalty was abolifhed 
in France; and January 2 I, 1793, he was executed 
between eleven and twelve in the morning. 

» 1561. Francis Bacon, Vifcount St. Alban’s, and Lord 
High Chancellor of England in the reign of James I. 
one of the greateft and moft univerfal geniutes that 
any age or country has produced, was born at York- 
Houfe in the Strand. See April 9, 1626. 

1570. The Earl of Murray, Regent of Scotland during 
the minority of James VI. was fhot at Linlithgow, by 
Hamilton, of Bothwellhaugh, who, after the battle of 
Langfide-hill, in 1568, had been condemned to deat 
as a rebel, but, at the powerful interceffion of Knox, 
the Reformer, obtained a pardon. Part of his eftate 
was, however, beftowed upon one of the Regent’s [a- 
vourites, who feized his toe, and turned out his wif 
naked, ina cold night, into the open fields, where, 
before the next morning, fhe became furioufly mad. 
This injury made a ~ er impreffion on him than 
the benefit he had received, and from m that moment he 
vowed to be revenged on the regent. The affafin el- 
caped to France. 


97 
a 


* Some ftate the marriage to have taken place on the 19th 
ef April, 1770, 


Hiftorians 
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Hiftorians are much-divided concerning the chara¢ter of 
Murray ; but it is generally admitted, that his admi- 
niftration was extremely popular; and he was long 
and affectionately remembered among the commons, 
by the name of the Good Regent. 

23, 1766. Expired, at Bethnal-Green, William Caflon, uni- 
verfally efteemed a firlt-rate artift in the art of letter- 
founding, his foundery in Chifwell-ftieet having been 
one of the moft capital in this, and equal to any in 
foreign countries. He was born in 1692, in that part 
of the town of Hales-Owen, which is fituated in 
Shropfhire. 

The Emperor Adrian was born at Rome. Ina 
vifit to Britain he built the famous wall which fill 
bears his name. It extended from the Solway Frith 
to thé river Tyne, where Newcaftle now ftands. The 
defign of it was to fecure the Romans from the incur- 
fions of the Caledonians. Adrian died at Baiz, in the 
63d year of his age, having rcigned 21 years. The 
Latin verfes he addreffed to his foul have been tranf- 
lated by Pope. See the Ency. Brit. Art. Adrian, and 
Pope’s works. 

Baize was acity of Campania near the fea, famous for 
its delightful fituation and baths, where many of the 
Roman fenators had villas. 

No bay with pleafant Bata can compare. 

HORACE. 
The King of Pruffia, contrary to all the princi- 

s of national juttice, took poffeffion of the city of 
Thorn. This was the birth-place of that eminent 
aftronomer Copernicus, in 1472; he died in 1543. 

28, 1547. Died, after a life diftinguifhed by caprice, vio- 
lence, and tyranny, Henry VILL. He had reigned 
37 years and g months. 

— 1725. Peter the Great expired, at Peterfburgh, in the 


dered it at once formidable and flourifhing, by difci- 
plining his troops, by creating a powerful navy, by 
perfecting the education of the young nobility, by ei~ 


tablithing , 
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and encouraging arts and fciences ; in fhort, he gaye 
his empire an influence and importance which it 
never enjoyed before his time. His charaéter is well 
delineated in Thomfon’s Winter. 

30, 1649. Charles I. was decollated at Whitehall. See 
Arith. Queft. 

31, 1796. The French Princefs Maria Therefa, daughter of 
Louis XVI. arrived at Vienna.” 


tablifhing manufactures, giving vigour to commerce, 


We recommend this ingenious work to matters of 
{chools and heads of families; becaufe by its affiftance 
they can, with eafe, ftore the minds of young people 
with ufeful information. Indeed, to perfons of every 
defcription, it will prove an acceptable prefent, fince it 
furnifhes materials for rational converfation. 

Mr. Butler is already, known, by his Engraved In- 
trodu€tion to Arithmetic, his Arithmetical Queftions, his 
Geographical and Biographical Exercifes, and his Ex- 
ercifes on the Globes—all of which are well adapted to 
anfwer the ends for whichthey are intended. Such in- 
duftry in behalf of the rifing generation, is entitled to 
a fuitable reward. 


rn a 


A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of Lon- 
don, in the Years 1798 and1799. By the Right 
Reverend Beilby, Lord Bihop of that Diocejfe. 
Cadell. 


His Charge contains many things worthy of atten- 
tion ; particularly from thofe individuals to whom 
it was originally addreffed. 

We were more efpecially pleafed with the remarks 
on infidelity—on the value of the fcriptures—and on the 
importance of a proper temper and conduét in the mi- 
nifterial profefiion. ‘* A wicked and profligate cler- 
gyman,”’ fays his Lordfhip, ‘* is a monfter in — 
0 
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of which I will not fuppofe the exiftence. Evena gay 


and trifling one is a chara¢ter totally inconfiftent with 
the fanétity and dignity of the minifterial office.” We 
wilh this remark thould: receive due attention from 
every denomination The fuccefs of religion in the 
world depends in a great meafure on the peaceadblene/s 
and purity of the manners of the clergy in every depart 
ment of their profeffion. 


—— ee 


The Annual Anthology, Volume the Firft, 1799. Long- 
man and Rees. 


E underftand that Mr. Southey is the Editor of 

this colleétion of original poetry, and that it 

is intended that two fuch volumes fhould be publifhed 

every year. We have only to fay, that whilft the con- 

tents prefent a great variety, moft of the picces are de» 
ferving the palm of approbation. 

We fail afford the reader feveral fpecimens, from 
the perufal of which he will have it in his power te 
form his own judgment. 

Youth aud Age are thus happily defcribed in a few 
ftanzas : 

YOUTH AND AGE, 

6¢ WITH cheerful ftep the traveller 
Purfues his early way, 

When firft the dimly-cdawning eaft 
Reveals the rifing day. 

He bounds along his craggy road, 
He haftens up the height, 

And all he fees and all he hears, 
But only give delight. 

And if the mift retiring flow, 
Roll round its wavy white, 

He thinks the morning vapours hide 
Some beauty from his fight. 

But when behind the weftern clouds 
Departs the fading day, 

How wearily the traveller 
Purfues his evening way ! When 
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An Elee a Quid of Tobacco, and the Fildert, 
no nanlialing fpecimens of ferious humour. 


ELEGY 


A QUID OF TOBACCO. 





ON 









“ IT lay before me on the clofe-graz’d grafs, 
Befide my path, an old Tobacco Quid: 
And fhall I by the mute advifer pafs 
Without one moe thought: now Heaven forbid ! 







Perhaps fome idje drunkard threw thee there, 
Some hufband, fpendthcifte f his weekly hire, 

One who for wife and children takes no care, 
But fits andtipples by the alehoufe fire. 







Ah! luc klefs 1 was the day he learnt tochew! 
Embryo of ills the quid that pleas’d him firft ! 
Thirity from that unhappy quid he grew, 
Then to the alehoufe went to quench his thirft, 
So great events from caufes {mall arife, 
The foreft oak was once an acorn feed } 
And many a wretch from drunkennefs who dies, 
Owes all his evils to the Indian weed. 












Let not temptation, mortal, ere come nigh ! 
Sufpect fome ambufh in the parfley, hid! 

From the firft kifs of love, ye maidens, fly ! 

Ye youths, avoid the firft Tobacco Quid ! 


— 
chap 
Then forely o’er the crage Pe lags 
His painful footfteps ¢r <a “. Ana 
And flow with many a feeble paufe, natu 
He labours up the fteep. ib 
And if the mifts of night clofe round, a” 5 
Thev fill his foul with fear ; Ts 
He dreads fome unfeen precipice, apf 
Some hidden danger near. rie 
is . Ever 
Socheerfully does youth begin zs : 
Life’s pleafant morning r fi Onc a 
Alas! the ev ening trave On 
The fears of wary age ! ‘‘ 
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Perhaps I wrong thee, O thou veteran chaw, 
And better thoughts my mufings thould engage, 
tthou wert rounded in fome toothlefs jaw, 
The jc ry) perh ADSy of folita ry age. 
rho has fuffered fortune’s hardeft 
yr, and with none to tend on his gr 
1s a friend in his tobacco-box 
id whilft he rolls his quid, forgets his cares. 
t is with human happinefs Sy 
ding to his whim; 


feeks his own acc 
can biels, 


for wealth, one fame 
ksa quid, a — is all t 
fibres favoury firong, 

matter chew’d, 


ran chaw, thy 


in’d to chew thy 
en all thy juice was gone, 
man’s ingratitude ! 


K-off quid, is he 
ho, like as thou, has comforted the Poor 5 
y his age, who knows himfelf like thee, 
u didit thy duty, man can do no more. 
THEODERIT. 


t not burglary ! 


1 
t naked, ’tis his clothes, his fhell, 
es, the very armour of his life, 
if do no murder Nicholas ! 
ealy thing to crack a a 
Or with thy cers Or 7 double teeth, 
So eafily may things | re deftroyed | 
Sut tis not in the power of mortal man 
mend the fraAun e of a filbert fhell. 

e were two great men once amufed themfelves 
ith watching maggots run their wriggling race 
And w agering on their fpeed; but Nick, to us 

10 {po ort to fee the pampere ed worm 
hen draw in his folds of fat, 


It were an 


+ ’ 
AL nc 


Like to fome Barber s leathein powder bag 
Where« 
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Wherewith he feathers, frofts, or cauliflowers 
Spruce Beau, or Lady fair, or Doétor grave. 
Enough of dangers and of enemies 
Hath Nature’s wifdom for the worm ordained, 
Increafe not thou the number! him the Moufe 
Gnawing with nibbling tooth the fhell’s defence, 
May from his native tenement eject ; 
Him may the Nut-hatch piercing with ftrong bill 
Unwittingly deftroy, or to his hoard 
The Squirrel bear, at leifure to be crack’d, 
Man alfo hath his dangers and his foes 
As this poor Maggot hath, and when I mufe 
Upon the aches, anxieties and fears, 
The Maggot knows not, Nicholas, methinks 
It were a happy metamorphofis 
To be enkernelled thus : never to hear 
Of wars, and of invafions, and of ptots, 
Kings, Jacobins and Tax-commiflioners, 
To ¢ ‘1 no motion but the wind that fhook 
The Filbert Tree, and rock’d me to my reft; 
Fy in the middle of fuch exquifite food 
Ta live luxurious! the perfeétion this 
OF fnugnefs ! it were to unite at once 
Hermit retirement, Aldermanic blifs, 
And Stoic independence of mankind, THEODERIT. 

{To be concluded in our neo t.) 








TO CORRESPONDENTS 


a ES ee 

We are obliged to Acaffo for his fuggeftions, but do not deem 
them improvements. We fhall with, however, for every ad- 
ditional biog aph ical information which can be communicated 
tous. The Eff. ry {ent to us by Aca/fo fhall be inferted, but 
his other contributions do not fuit us, Sincerity and Riches 
fall have a place ina future number. The letter addrefied to 
Muly is not fufficiently interetting to the public. 

Sonnets to the Ow/, and to a Young Oak, m on our approba- 
tion. The Ta/es in our poffeffion thall be inferted when we 
know to what length they are to be extended. No pieces 
fhould reach beyond a volume, in which Four Numbers ate in- 
cluded, The Effay on Time, Farewell to Summer, W, Temple 
ten’s and other favours, are under confideration. 
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